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DRIVERS 

1 – Sebastian VETTEL (Ferrari) 

2 – Max VERSTAPPEN (Red Bull Racing) 

3 – Daniel RICCIARDO (Red Bull Racing) 

 

TRACK INTERVIEWS 
(conducted by Will Buxton) 

Sebastian, the crowd went crazy, the noise was huge when you crossed the line, and 
deservedly so. That lap was absolutely massive. You struggled yesterday, where did you find 
that time? 

Sebastian VETTEL: Oh, I don't know. I struggled also this morning, or this afternoon. I shouted 
probably as loud as them, it was unbelievable. I’m still full of adrenalin, so maybe whatever I say 
doesn’t make any sense but, yeah, I love this track. The car was tricky but it came alive and it was 
getting better and better and better as the night progressed, so really happy we got it done.  

  
And these guys have been so quick, and there is no margin for error around this circuit. To 
take those kind of risks, to push… there’s a little bit down there, that’s how close you 
pushed, all the way to the edge and a little bit over it as well. In terms of laps you have set for 
pole position where does this one sit, because I can see you are shaking a little bit?   
SV: I don’t know, I think I need to calm down first. But for now, very, very happy. The car was 
amazing and it’s an amazing track if you feel that the car is coming alove and you can do what you 
want to. I knew we had it in us; it was a bit of a struggle to get there, but now I’m just happy. 
 
Huge. Many congratulations. Max, wow, it was going to take something special to beat you 
today and that was a special lap. But the pace you’ve shown all weekend, this has got to be 
promising for you? 
Max VERSTAPPEN: Yeah, it is. Just a shame we couldn't put it on pole, I think the final lap was not 
great. But we were quite close and I’m pretty happy with that.  
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We’ve seen how hard Sebastian has had to push this weekend to beat you guys this 
weekend. It’s not the first time he’s done it. Are you hoping for more of that from him 
tomorrow?  
MV: Hopefully for him, not. We’ll see. During the race it will be difficult to pass him so we will have to 
see in the first lap.  
 
Awesome. Daniel, are you asking the man how he got that lap out of the car? 
Daniel RICCIARDO: Yeah, I’m a little envious today. I will accept a little bit of defeat but I’m still 
confident we’ll get victory. I think we’ve got a good package. Seb turned it on in qualifying but I’m 
looking forward to tomorrow.  
 
So better race pace then them tomorrow?  
DR: Yes.  
 
Now Max… Daniel come down. Now last time you started alongside each other, back in 
Hungary, there was a little bit of a ding-dong between you on the first lap. There’s going to be 
none of that tomorrow. Christian isn’t going to be tapping his foot is he?  
DR: What happened?  
 
Is it all forgotten then?  
MV: I mean that race happened. Now we've got Singapore. We’ve got great starting positions, so 
we don’t think about that.  
 
Good stuff, thanks guys. Seb, have managed to calm the shakes down a little bit. Lewis is 
starting back on the third row of the grid tomorrow.  How much do you need this win in the 
championship fight?  
SV: I don’t know. I’m happy that we got the car where it deserved to be and we take it from there. 
Tomorrow is a long race; these guys are very, very quick. We had a difficult night yesterday, a better 
night today and I’m sure the car will be like today, tomorrow but I’m sure it will be a very close race.  
 
PRESS CONFERENCE 
 
Well, many congratulations Sebastian, your fourth pole in Singapore – bit of a specialist 
around this place – and your 49th career pole, just one short of the magic 50. But a really 
open session, one of the most open sessions for a while. And one can just sense in the way 
you came over the radio at the end, not only a great effort but also a great emotion. Tell us 
the feeling? 
SV: Yeah, it’s a long lap. There are a lot of corner – a lot of things to get right, and equally a lot of 
things you can get wrong. No, I’m really happy. Obviously the weekend so far has been a bit up and 
down for us. Yesterday was difficult. This afternoon was difficult. Tonight the car really came alive 
and it was just getting better. These guys were extremely quick. Q1, I didn’t know how the hell I was 
going to find a second and a half. But then, by Q2, the car was like a switch, from off to on – much 
better. I knew that the track would ramp up but probably I didn’t expect it that much. But, yeah, at the 
end, Q3 I was very happy with both my laps. A bit lucky in my final lap, because I brushed the wall 
quite severely out of 19. It was not just a little brush; it was actually a hit. I thought, “OK, I have to 
keep going”. It was fine until I approached the last corner; I had huge vibration. Thankfully there was 
only one corner left but I really pushed as hard as I could. I knew in the final run that even if I had the 
upper hand going in, these guys… the track would come up, these guys would have something in 
their pocket, so I needed to get it absolutely right. I was very relieved when I crossed the line. I 
looked at the screens behind and I waited for the call. I knew that Daniel was behind me so… I was 
very, very happy obviously. I think right now I’m starting to cool off.  
 
While you’re doing that analytically, that’s the bit you can control. The bit you can’t control is 
where your championship rival is – Lewis Hamilton. He’s not only got these two cars 
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between you and him, you’ve also got your team-mate as well. Just purely looking at the 
race, you must be pretty pleased about that?  

SV: Yeah, I mean, we have a long race and a lot of things can happen. Certainly grid position 
is king or crucial, but still it’s a long race. The fact that our car was good this evening I think is 
promising for tomorrow. Yesterday we had a scrappy car, I lost the car, I had damage, so the 
runs after that were compromised. But the feeling was there. I knew that the car has got it, we 
just needed to get it out and that’s what we did tonight. I’m confident for tomorrow. For the 
others? Max is next to me, so first of all I guess I’m racing him and then Daniel and so on and 
so forth, so not too bothered where other people are. I think there is a long race ahead and 
there are a lot of things we need to get right, so we should focus on ourselves. 

Q: Max, almost, almost that first pole, almost the first ever teenage Formula One polesitter. 
This place is all about ramping it up, as Sebastian’s just said, tell us why you couldn’t find 
that step in the final run in Q3.  
MV: I think I did – just not as much as Sebastian but all in all I think the weekend was a good 
progression, getting better and better. And qualifying also was constant improvement. Even though 
the whole weekend we’re a bit down on power. I don’t know why, we couldn’t really solve it. Lost a bit 
of top speed there. It’s not idea but at the end of the day, to be second here, on this track, I think is 
very promising. We are not too far off so I can be quite happy with this qualifying.  
 
Q: Daniel, we could tell by one of the radio messages partway through the quali, you couldn’t 
quite live with these two in the final part of qualifying. There’s clearly some disappointment 
there but you told us yesterday that you think you can win this race. You’re the man who 
takes his opportunities on a Sunday, do you still believe in it? 
DR: Yeah, I still believe so. Today I’ll accept a little bit of defeat but there’s still a lot to play for 
tomorrow. For sure I would love to be in Sebastian’s position today. I thought pole would be on but 
yeah, we couldn’t quite run with him in that last qualifying. It’s a long lap, you gain a bit, you lose a 
bit, you kind of say ‘I could have got more there’ but I think the gap was, in the end – three or four 
tenths – was quite significant. So yeah, look at what we can do tomorrow. I think it’s really on the 
cusp of one and two stops, so it’s going to make it exciting. You might have to carry us out of the 
cars tomorrow but I’m sure I’ll have a very strong race and get, yeah, get some big points. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Q: (Christian Menath – Motorsport-Magazin.com) Question for all three of you. How much 
would you say your car is developing during qualifying session – just in terms of power 
output. Do you have something for Q3 special in the engine or is there nothing coming once 
you’re in the qualifying. 
SV: Well I think it’s normal that you start off a bit more conservative and then ramp it up. If you look 
at the importance of the session Q1 is the least important – I mean it’s very important to get through 
but least important to set a really, really competitive lap time. Q2 you need to make it to the top ten, 
obviously I think the quick teams have the luxury that they have a very quick car and it’s not a big 
secret we run a bit more conservative in the beginning and then gradually progress so that by Q3 
obviously yeah, we ask for maximum power.  
 
Is the same true for the Renault engine, Max? 
MV: Maybe not as much. A little bit. Fine tuning. We know that we have to still work hard to improve, 
so it’s still not, of course, where Ferrari or Mercedes is.  
 
And Daniel? 
DR: No further comments. I mean, once qualifying starts we pretty much put it all in, so yeah, no 
secrets for Q3.  
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Q: (Jerome Bourret - L’Equipe) Question to all of you. This race is usually one of the most 
demanding of the year in terms of physical conditions. What do you expect for tomorrow with 
the new cars – will it be much more harder than last year and how did you prepare for that? 
DR: Eat lots of pizza, drink lots of alcohol. It’s really important to dehydrate yourself before you get 
here! No. These two… it’s funny, the irony is that we go from probably the least physical is Monza, all 
the long straights, and it’s normally a quick race in terms of time itself, so you go from the easiest 
race of the year to the two hardest with Singapore and Malaysia. So, all last week I was just home, 
training and trying to get acclimated to the hotter conditions. And yeah, how much you need to drink 
is something as well: so simple. Yesterday I felt like I had a bottle in my hand all day and I was still 
struggling to go to the toilet, you sweat it out so much, so yeah, you’ve just got to stay on top of it. 
End of tomorrow you’ll see it in our faces, and Malaysia as well.  
 
SV: Just to get that straight, you were struggling to get to the toilet because you were struggling to 
keep balance because you were drinking so much, or…? 
 
DR: ah…  
 
SV: Don’t worry, you’ll get it back.  
 
DR: So what do you do? 
 
SV: Basically I think you try to prepare the whole year as much as you can. This year’s cars are 
more physical, I think that’s more fun. This race has always been the biggest challenge in terms of 
what it demands from the driver. It’s a very long track, a lot of corners, it’s hot, humid, a night race, 
so no room for error. Yeah, all these things together, the race is very long, as Daniel touched on, in 
terms of preparation, not so much I get. There’s no big secrets ramping up to the Grand Prix, you 
just try to be recovered once you get here. I like the Finnish culture so I did a couple of sauna 
intervals. Maybe that’s something special just to get used to the hot weather. 
 
What about you Max, what did you do? 

MV: I think you always try to prepare as well as you can but it’s always going to be hard. If you 
train a lot – or not, when you come here you’re going to sweat a lot. It’s just very tough 
because there are not a lot of straights where you can just rest – because even the straights 
here you have to turn a lot and you’re always busy. Bumpy. Lot of concentration going on 
because there are so many corners here, so for sure it will be a tough race – but hopefully 
when I’m in the lead I can just, like, slow down a bit and we can cruise home. Right? Is that OK 
for you? No? 

Q: (Andrea Cremonesi – La Gazzetta dello Sport) Sebastian, how do you change on the car 
between yesterday and this afternoon and tonight? How is the balance between your effort 
and the effort of the mechanics?  
SV: I think it’s been phenomenal, the amount of work. Obviously yesterday we were a little bit caught 
off guard. The car wasn’t behaving the way we wanted it to but it’s been pretty special, I think:  the 
amount of effort that has gone in overnight, the support from Maranello. Charles (Leclerc) has been 
in the simulator – usually it’s swapping between Antonio Giovinazzi  and Charles so that’s very very 
important for us. They answered a lot of questions that we couldn’t, simply because we didn’t have 
time enough and a lot of questions remaining. And then, as I said, a lot of support from the factory, 
the guys down here – I don’t know when they went to bed, probably around lunchtime. The car was a 
lot better today but as I said, obviously with the conditions, I think it was helping us as well. The car 
really came alive towards the evening or throughout the evening, which I think is mostly the track. 
We went out very early this afternoon and very early in qualifying as well so maybe not ideal but the 
car was better today than it was yesterday, for sure.  
 
Q: (Andrea Cremonesi – La Gazzetta dello Sport) Sebastian, you are the winning-most driver 
here on this track; what is the secret to win so much on this track, which is… 
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SV: I guess I was lucky I didn’t brush too many walls. Usually I got it done by latest Saturday, like 
today. It’s a long race, anything can happen. For sure it helps the further up you start but still it’s a 
long race. I don’t know if there are any secrets. It’s always a place that I enjoy and it’s the sort of race 
that you want to go to to test yourself as well, because it’s such a big challenge, but equally you don’t 
want it to start because you know it’s going to be so tough. For sure I will be ready and excited to 
start tomorrow to see what we can do. For sure we’re in a good positon so we have lots of reasons 
to look forward to.  
MV: Do you think you’ll have a good start?  
SV: Yeah.  
MV: I hope not.  
DR: Your starts haven’t been that good, have they?  
SV: Yeah, they have been. Monza, no, but the other ones have been.  
 
Q: (Christian Menath – Motorsport-Magazin.com) To all three of you: Seb, do you have a 
different risk assessment at the start in the first corner when you’re challenging against two 
guys who are not in the championship battle? And for Daniel and Max, the same question, 
just the other way around… 
MV: Am I not in? Am I not in the championship battle?  
Q: (Christian Menath – Motorsport-Magazin.com) Probably not, sorry.  
SV: I guess the answer to your question is no because I don’t think anybody on the grid has the 
intention to stop the race in the first corner. I think you’re focusing on the start and then you go from 
there. No, I guess is the answer to your question.  
Q: Max, nothing to lose? Go for it from the start?  
MV: Yeah, but controlled, right? I mean you always go for it if there is a gap and if it’s possible but if 
not you just settle down and you go into the race and like Sebastian said, it’s a very long race so a 
lot of things can happen.  
DR: For sure, you know my intention is always to try and go forward. I think here, a track where it’s 
hard to pass, obviously the start is a big opportunity so yeah, the intention is to go for it but see what 
happens. It always seems to tighten up at turn one but we’ll see, see how we go. I think 
mathematically I can still win the championship so I might just play it real conservative and settle for 
a top six or something! 
 
Q: (Jens Nagler – Bild) Sebastian, you had a close look at the Red Bulls after the session, 
what did you find out about the cars?  
DR: He misses us.  
SV: It’s probably the best chance to… well, it looks like ours, yeah. I actually asked them yesterday 
already if they do the parts in blue as well because… 
MV: Yeah, we can swap?  
SV: Probably it’s the best time to look at the cars. I mean, what do I understand, basically, but it’s 
interesting to have a look.  
MV: Emotional.  
SV: Yeah, close to tears.  
 

Ends 
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