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DRIVERS 

1 – Valtteri BOTTAS (Mercedes) 
2 – Lewis HAMILTON (Mercedes) 
3 – Sebastian VETTEL (Ferrari) 

TRACK INTERVIEWS 

(Conducted by Paul Di Resta) 
 
Q: You’ve got to be the happiest man here today, Valtteri; what a sensational last lap to grab 
pole position. An interrupted session, you kept your composure, and I guess you stole that 
pole position from Ferrari, because they have been ever so strong? 
Valtteri BOTTAS: Yeah, I’m really happy for that. It was a nice feeling to get it done on the last 
lap – it was a nice lap. As you said, Ferrari have been really strong, so obviously Charles was out, 
by a mistake, and as a team we did really good to be where we are now after such a difficult 
practice. 
  
Q: After everything that happened in China in Q3, it looked like you and Lewis had some 
traffic, but then, crucially, we heard your engineer saying you picked up a tow in the last 
sector, was that the difference to get it?  
VB: Well, it’s all about small margins and I did get a good tow in the last lap. Of course, the 
corners I have to drive as well. It’s all about fine details and I managed to hit the sweet spot. 
  
Q: How difficult was it to get the temperature into the tyres with the cold conditions?  
VB: Yeah, it was getting trickier and trickier. We’re not supposed to race that late here but yeah, 
I got them to work somehow. 
  
Q: Lewis, a Mercedes front-row lockout again. I know you always want pole position, but it’s a 
good job by you all to re-engineer this car and take the fight to Ferrari. 
Lewis HAMILTON: Absolutely. It’s been so close all weekend. Ferrari have looked incredibly 
quick and Valtteri did an exceptional job in qualifying. It’s just a massively great result for us, 
because we came here, we didn’t have an upgrade, the Ferraris looked like they were 
particularly quick, also with Max, so for us to lockout the front row due to circumstances, I’m 
really grateful for it. It puts us in a good fighting position for tomorrow. 
  
Q: Do you think you can continue that? What can we look forward to tomorrow? Do you think 
you can take the fight to Ferrari?  
LH: I hope so. I think that pace-wise we are slightly closer in race trim than it seemed in 
qualifying. Sebastian… I don’t know if he got a great lap but he may not have been in the right 
space, because it’s all about tows here. But nonetheless, we’ve got a good crowd here; I hope 



the weather is good. Valtteri is always quick here so I’ve had my work cut out so far this 
weekend. 
  
Q: Sebastian, P3 on the grid. It was looking so good this weekend for you and Charles. An 
interrupted session. These guys just stole it at the end?  
Sebastian VETTEL: I don’t know if they stole it. I think they were a bit quicker than us today. For 
me it started a bit slow. Towards the end it was getting better, but it was quite tricky. The 
session was very long, the sun is going down, the track cooled down, so it was difficult to get the 
right balance of pushing on the out lap and playing with tow, trying to get something. I had a 
good lap but I had no tow to close the lap, so that cost a bit. But happy that we sort of got the 
maximum out, but I’m not happy that overall from a team point of view we were expecting to 
have a better session, with Charles and myself closer to the front. 
  
Q: Just give us an insight: how much can the tow be worth? You were obviously at the front of 
the queue but that gives you the best preparation but they obviously maximized it by gaining 
that [tow]? 
SV: Well, it depends, but up to half a second. Then it’s always a compromise, as if you are too 
close in the middle sector you lose out, but I would say going with the other people, probably 
around three tenths. So yeah, it could have been a bit closer with somebody in front, but yeah, 
as I said, the track was getting cooler, the car was more difficult to drive and I prioritized to push 
on the out lap to have the tyres in the window when I started the lap. Now I sort of regret that I 
maybe didn’t take the gamble on, but I still think it was probably the right call. 
  
PRESSCONFERENCE 
  
Q: Valtteri, your second pole position of the season, but is it fair to say this one is a little more 
unexpected than the first? 
VB: You could say. Definitely after the practice yesterday and then this morning we saw Ferrari 
was extremely quick. Also Red Bull was quick. Even at the beginning of the qualifying they 
seemed kind of out of reach. But you never know what can happen. We don’t give up. In the 
end, Charles went off and it came down to one lap at the end. So I’m really happy for us. 
Obviously also a nice lap at the end and that really feels good. 
  
Q: You mentioned the lap at the end. How good was your final lap and how tough was it to get 
that lap clean when you had Lewis behind you and a car in front as well?  
VB: Well, it’s obviously also the weather, because everything was delayed and it was a lot 
cooler, so the tricky bit was to get the tyres to work. When it comes down to one lap on this kind 
of track the tow effect is quite important and I managed to get quite a pretty good gap to the 
car ahead. But yeah, it feels good when you have a good lap when it matters. 
  
Q: Congratulations. Lewis, it was so close between you and Valtteri and on your final lap I 
think you made a small mistake in the first sector. Is that where it got away from you, or did 
that help you later in the lap as you improved in the final two sectors?  
LH: Well, firstly, Valtteri did an exceptional job. It was a great result for us as a team. Coming 
into the weekend it didn’t look like we had the pace. The race pace looked good but the pace in 
qualifying we thought we might not be as c lose as we would like to the Ferraris. But we worked 
on the car and improved it today. Yeah, unfortunately my first two corners were pretty 
shocking. I had a small moment in Turn 1 and then in Turn 2. So already by Turn 4 I think I was 
three tenths down. But I recovered that in the next two sectors but unfortunately it wasn’t 
enough, and Valtteri did a great job. 
  



Q: You mentioned the fact that both of you have got the job done. How big an advantage was 
it having two Mercedes cars in the final part of qualifying, and do you think that will help you 
in the race, given that Charles wasn’t in Q3 and that Pierre didn’t take part in it either for Red 
Bull? 
LH: Sorry, I didn’t understand that… 
Q: How big an advantage was it to have the two Mercedes cars in Q3? Certainly when you’re 
working out the tow and trying to prepare those final laps.  
LH: I don’t know that it makes a big difference, in the sense that you can still find your way 
behind someone else but it was definitely perfect for the team to have both cars there, and 
ultimately that’s the ultimate difference that Valtteri and I have been able to make at the 
moment, so we need to capitalise on that. 
  
Q: Sebastian, moving on to you, a similar sort of question. Were your chances affected at all 
by the fact there was only one Ferrari in Q3? 
SV: Well, we would have loved to have two Ferraris in Q3 but I don’t think it makes a difference 
obviously. You try to find a sweet spot in the track, which is always tricky and you can see 
everybody is just waiting in the pitlane and doesn’t want to be the first one out. In the end I 
didn’t have a tow on my final lap, which cost some time in the last sector but it was quite tricky; 
the conditions were changing; because of the long qualifying session temperatures were 
dropping and yeah, I think it was even more important for me to feel the tyres and make sure 
they are there from the first corner. So, yeah, it was a difficult session but I think having one or 
two cars doesn’t necessarily make a difference. It’s trying to find that sweet spot. It’s a bit of a 
gamble always. 
  
Q: You mentioned on the grid that you were happy with the lap that you produced in the 
circumstances – but after the final practice session, did you really expect Mercedes to be able 
to overturn the gap that yourselves had? 
SV: Yeah, I think it’s been a trend that we are a bit faster in free practice compared to them, so I 
think it’s just down to doing things a bit differently but… yeah… certainly I struggled a bit in 
qualifying. It wasn’t straightforward this evening. So, mostly I think with the track changing, 
going with the conditions was quite difficult. Only in the end I think it started to come back. The 
last two runs, and especially the last run, seemed to be a bit more straightforward in Q3. Before 
that obviously it was key to make it through which, with the interuptions that we had, and the 
cleaning going on on the track, wasn’t the most straightforward thing. Certainly not happy from 
a team point of view because the pace looked really, really good in the practice sessions so far 
– yet we find ourselves behind those two again! But, tomorrow is a long race and I believe we 
have a better car with continuous laps. 
  
Q: Valtteri, returning to you. Taking this pole position, after what happened last year in Baku, 
does it feel like you’ve got a bit of unfinished business tomorrow? 
VB: Well, for sure it was… yeah, I kinda feel like that. Even though starting from pole, in some 
races it might feel like 50 per cent is done but here it’s nowhere near 50 per cent. Anything can 
happen here. We’ve seen that once I was one lap behind and I finished second in the race. Once 
I was leading three laps from the end and I didn’t finish. I’m glad, as a team, we’re at the front 
and it will be fun tomorrow. 
  
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
  
Q: (Christian Nimmervoll – motorsport-total.com) Sebastian, you’ve had quite a moment in 
the same corner where Charles crashed a couple of moments before he did. Can you elaborate 
on just how close it felt from inside the cockpit? 



SV: Well, you obviously try to go as close as you can here because it’s faster as close as you can 
to the wall. So, I don’t think you can seriously calculate the difference of a centimetre or two 
more or less. So, in the end, I think we all find ourselves in the same boat with some moments 
across the weekend where we think yeah, it could have gone wrong as well. I was surprised 
when I clipped a little bit the wall with the rear axle. Not much, but enough to upset the car – 
but I caught it, which was obviously crucial to carry on. But yeah, we had two incidences in the 
same corner now in qualifying – but there’s a lot of corners here where things can go wrong. 
  
Q: (Luis Vasconcelos – Formula Press) Question to all three. Sebastian mentioned that it was a 
difficult and a long qualifying session. Qualifying has its own rhythm and you’re all used to it 
and prepared for it. How difficult was it keep the concentration and then have the rhythm 
with the two long interruptions we had today? 
VB: Obviously sometimes it can be tricky but today it didn’t really seem to matter. When I was in 
the car and focussing on the lap it didn’t feel like we had a break. So, it’s all about trying to be on 
the moment. Don’t care if there was a 15 minute break or a two minute break. 
  
Lewis, your thoughts on trying to keep the rhythm through a qualifying session that was so 
disjointed? 
LH: I didn’t have a problem with the rhythm. 
  
Seb, anything to add? 
SV: Yeah, I think well done to those two for keeping the rhythm. Especially with doing a practice 
start in Q3 – that’s usually quite a rhythm-breaker – they did well. 
LH: hmmm? 
SV: Just on about your fake starts in Q3. Did you do a start or did you just stop? 
LH: We just dummied you basically! 
SV: Well, did you do a start or did you just stop? 
VB: Kind of. Clutch calibration… 
LH: Definitely clutch calibration. 
  
Q: (Dzhastina Golopolosova – Youth Information Agency) Question for Valtteri Bottas. Today 
in qualification you were quite confident – what are your expectations for tomorrow’s race 
and what can you say about the eighth turn where Kubica and Leclerc made a mistake – is it a 
section of the track that is difficult? 
VB: Like I said, here is a very unpredictable race. Obviously we are pretty happy we are starting 
with a 1-2 as a team. We feel we do have a strong car in the race – but here, anything can 
happen. It’s a very eventful race. Who’s tyres are going to last the best, who’s going to have the 
best pace. Also, with Safety Cars, how everything pans out. You can get lucky or unlucky. Many 
unpredictable things can happen, but we need to keep focussed as a team, and for me as a 
driver, and focus on taking it corner by corner. Where the accidents happened in qualifying, for 
sure it’s one of the most difficult parts on the calendar. It’s extremely tight, you’re going over 
the kerb. If you do a small mistake, you’re in the wall, as we saw, especially when it was getting 
cooler, it’s easier to lock the tyres up under braking. So, it can happen. 
  
Q: (Zsolt Godina – F1vilag.hu) Sebastian, you said a few times that your car was working better 
in the winter testing. Do you think that something is missing, and if so, what do you think was 
the problem? 
SV: Well, I think we are getting better at understanding where I think we are weak compared to 
Mercedes, so obviously the first couple of races have been difficult for us -- the tracks have been 
varying, the conditions have been varying, but I think there’s a sort of pattern emerging. I think 
we were in a much better place here, considering that the corners here are fairly low speed. I 



think we are much more competitive but not yet there, otherwise the picture today would have 
been a bit different. 
  
Q: (Scott Mitchell - Autosport): Seb, you mentioned the difficulty of the track temperature 
dropping when the session ran on. Yesterday -- I know obviously we only had FP2 really -- you 
were particularly strong in the middle sector, but maybe that fell away today. Do you think 
that was just down to track temperature? Is that where you felt you lost car performance 
today, just not adjusting to the lower track temperatures as well as the others maybe? 
SV: Well, I don’t know. I don’t know how it felt for the others, but I think it was tricky for us with 
the track conditions, with the temperatures dropping. Obviously in sector two you have more so 
the corners, so it’s quite normal when you struggle with the car and don’t have the confidence 
around here, the place you lose most is sector two. I think it goes hand in hand. Other than that, 
I think the car was quite good today when we were in the right place, but it was difficult to get it 
in the right window. 
  
Q: (Michael Schmidt - Auto Motor und Sport): Question to Sebastian. You started in Q2, like 
Charles, on the medium tyre, you gave it even another go then. Was it too much risk, were 
you forced into too much risk in order to make it in Q3 on that tyre? 
SV: No, I don’t think so. I mean, we tried, it was clear to see, but obviously by then the track has 
dropped already and that didn’t make it easier, so it was quite tricky the first lap but I was quite 
confident that the second lap will be better, so yeah. Obviously I only started it and then I was 
right behind Charles when it happened, so yeah. I think it’s just a tricky place, I don’t think it’s 
down to tyres at that point. Obviously a shame that we lost one car, that we couldn’t go 
through. Especially he was very quick this weekend, so. Now we look forward to the race and 
I’m sure we can recover. 
  
Q: (Beatrice Zamuner – Motorlat.com) Question to all three drivers. Obviously after Charles 
Leclerc’s crash we all heard that he was very critical towards himself. Later he wrote on social 
media ‘I was just useless today’. Do you think that he was way too hard on himself? 
LH: I’d be the same. That’s how we’re tuned as racing drivers -- when it’s your mistake, we’re 
tough on ourselves. I think probably when you’re younger as opposed to being older you’re 
maybe a little bit less when you’re older. But still, it’s painful. There’s a lot of pressure around a 
track like this, on his young shoulders, so it’s totally normal. Years and years ago I didn’t come 
out of my room for two or three days when I had some experience like that, so I totally 
understand how he feels. It’s cool that he’s open about it, because he can get it out and move 
forwards tomorrow. 
  
Q: Valtteri, your thoughts on being critical? 
VB: Yeah, the own mistakes you do yourself and you could have avoided, they hurt the most, I 
think. And it’s annoying, so I definitely can understand. Maybe Finns, maybe we don’t shout it 
out loud so much, but we still have feelings. 
  
Q: Well Seb, you had a Finn as a teammate previously -- have you seen a change with Charles 
as your teammate? 
SV: Well, I think it’s normal -- if you do a mistake, you’re not happy about it. Being critical I think 
is also the reason why he’s here, why we’re here. I don’t think anybody of us enjoys that part of 
our racing life, but every now and then it’s part of it, so. The weekend isn’t over yet, I think we 
have a good car, and I’m sure we can recover as a team tomorrow. 
 
Q: (Christian Nimmervoll Motorsport-Total.com): Valtteri and Lewis, do you think -- given the 
potential of the tow around this circuit -- that being on the front row might actually have a 



downside too? And Sebastian, do you think there could be a chance in the first lap? 
Q: So Valtteri, you’re starting on pole -- do you think it could be a downside on the first lap? 
VB: I honestly don’t think it’s going to be a downside. I think here still in the middle sector is full 
of corners, and it’s quite difficult to follow very close by. We hope the race pace between top 
teams is going to be very close, so if I could choose I’d definitely be sitting right where I’m sitting 
now. We’ll see tomorrow. 
 
Q: Lewis? 
LH: I agree with Valtteri. 
  
Q: And Seb? 
SV: Yeah, what to say? Obviously I’m not on pole so it’s going to be a big help tomorrow. It’s a 
long race, anything can happen here. Certainly if we have a good start, that might help, and then 
it’s a long straight after closing the first lap and we’ll see where we are. It’s a long race ahead of 
us. It’s definitely possible to overtake around here. 
 
Ends 


