
 

 
 
 

 
Friday 07 July 2023 

 
Iwasa gets up to speed in Red-Flagged Silverstone opener  
 
DAMS’ Ayumu Iwasa kicked off Round 9 in style around Silverstone, laying down a 1:41.593 in 
the final minutes of a disrupted Free Practice to top the session by 0.060s from Victor Martins. 
The ART Grand Prix driver led throughout most of the session, as he and third-placed Jack 
Doohan traded fastest laps until Iwasa usurped them both.  
 
Victor Martins got the first competitive lap of the day on the board after the opening 10 minutes. 
The ART Grand Prix driver’s 1:42.690 put him five-tenths ahead of Iwasa before improving 
further to a 1:42.067.  
 
Having closed to within eight-thousandths of Martins, Doohan then took his turn in the top spot 
two-tenths clear of Théo Pourchaire and Rodin Carlin’s Enzo Fittipaldi.   
 
Running was halted at the 24-minute mark. Juan Manuel Correa lost the rear of the #23 Van 
Amersfoort Racing Car, spinning off into the gravel at Copse and triggering a Red Flag.   
 
The session resumed with just over 15 minutes remaining and Martins quickly took advantage to 
leapfrog teammate Pourchaire for P2. The Alpine junior wasn’t done there, improving onto a 
1:41.653, before the Virtual Safety Car made an appearance. Dennis Hauger suffered a spin at 
Brooklands and couldn’t get his #1 MP Motorsport car restarted.  
 
With the Virtual Safety Car ending with just five minutes left of the session, drivers quickly 
flooded out to set their flying laps. Iwasa had kept some life in his hard tyres to go 0.060s ahead 
of Martins with a 1:41.593 and the Japanese driver’s effort came not a moment too soon. 
 
 Trident’s Clément Novalak spun off into the gravel at Stowe to bring out a second Red Flag and 
with only two minutes remaining, the session was not resumed.  
 
Arthur Leclerc was another late improver to end up in fourth ahead of Fittipaldi and Jak Crawford. 
PREMA Racing’s Oliver Bearman got his home event off to a strong start in seventh ahead of 
Pourchaire, Richard Verschoor and Hauger, who rounded out the top 10.   
 
The first points of the weekend are to play for when Qualifying gets underway at 15:05 local 
time.  
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2023 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP – ROUND 9 FREE PRACTICE PROVISIONAL 

CLASSIFICATION 
 

|  | DRIVER | LICENCE | TEAM | LAPTIME | 

| 1 | Ayumu Iwasa | JPN  | DAMS | 1:41.593 | 

| 2 | Victor Martins  | FRA | ART Grand Prix | 1:41.653 | 

| 3 | Jack Doohan  | AUS | Invicta Virtuosi Racing | 1:41.719 | 

| 4 | Arthur Leclerc | MCO | DAMS | 1:41.810 | 

| 5 | Enzo Fittipaldi | BRA | Rodin Carlin | 1:41.849 | 

| 6 | Jak Crawford  | USA | Hitech Pulse-Eight  | 1:41.859 | 

| 7 | Oliver Bearman | GBR | PREMA Racing | 1:42.002 | 

| 8 | Théo Pourchaire  | FRA | ART Grand Prix | 1:42.012 | 

| 9 | Richard Verschoor | NLD | Van Amersfoort Racing  | 1:42.014 | 

| 10 | Dennis Hauger | NOR | MP Motorsport | 1:42.212 | 

| 11 | Isack Hadjar | FRA | Hitech Pulse-Eight  | 1:42.285 | 

| 12 | Zane Maloney  | BRB | Rodin Carlin | 1:42.291 | 

| 13 | Amaury Cordeel  | BEL | Invicta Virtuosi Racing | 1:42.394 | 

| 14 | Frederik Vesti  | DNK | PREMA Racing | 1:42.461 | 

| 15 | Ralph Boschung | CHE | Campos Racing  | 1:42.498 | 

| 16 | Jehan Daruvala | IND  | MP Motorsport | 1:42.516 | 

| 17 | Roy Nissany | ISR | PHM Racing by Charouz | 1:42.560 | 

| 18 | Brad Benavides | USA | PHM Racing by Charouz | 1:42.648 | 

| 19 | Kush Maini | IND | Campos Racing  | 1:42.670 | 

| 20 | Clément Novalak | FRA | Trident | 1:42.764 | 

| 21 | Roman Staněk  | CZE  | Trident | 1:42.910 | 

| 22 | Juan Manuel Correa | USA | Van Amersfoort Racing  | 1:43.214 | 
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About the FIA Formula 2 Championship™ 

 
THE F2 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP LOGO, FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP, FIA FORMULA 2, FORMULA 2, F2 
AND RELATED MARKS ARE TRADEMARKS OF THE FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L’AUTOMOBILE AND USED 
EXCLUSIVELY UNDER LICENCE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 


