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DRIVERS 

1 – Lewis HAMILTON (Mercedes) 

2 – Kimi RÄIKKÖNEN (Ferrari) 

3 – Max VERSTAPPEN (Red Bull Racing) 

 

TRACK INTERVIEWS (conducted by Johnny Herbert) 

Lewis, what a great result for you. You must be very happy. That looked like a pretty decent lap? 
Lewis HAMILTON: Firstly, look at this crowd. I know it’s our last grand prix here but this is the best crowd 
I’ve ever seen. Thank you so much for all the support. We had no idea how it was going to go today. I’m sorry 
for whatever happened to Sebastian, because obviously he was very, very quick through practice. But 
somehow we turned it round. The engineers did such a great job yesterday, the car felt great, for both Valtteri 
and I, and so it’s a real surprise to be up here with these guys, so I’m very, very grateful.  
 
Kimi come and join us. What a try that was! Happy with that? I’m sure you wanted just a little bit 
more. I would have thought you would have done one of the old karting moves – jumping up and 
down in the seat, leaning forward. Maybe you should do that next time.   
Kimi RÄIKKÖNEN: Yeah, it’s OK, but obviously when you get that close it’s disappointing. I made the most 
out of it. Yes, there are always places you can improve, but you are never going to get it 100% perfect 
anywhere. You always find some things you can improve, but I must say the car has been behaving nicely all 
weekend and it’s been a pleasure so far. We’ll try to get further than 100 metres tomorrow, and let’s see what 
we can do.  
 
Tomorrow is going to be important, obviously you have been on the front row before but this is going 
to be an interesting little drive towards Turn One. Are you ready for this? This crowd is looking 
forward to a big race tomorrow, yeah? 
KR: Yeah, obviously it’s a long way, so if you make a good start you will benefit quite a bit from it. It’s a pretty 
tight first two corners and a lot usually happens. We’ll try to make sure the first two corners go well and go 
from there. I think we’re going to have a very good race car, so let’s see.  
 
Well here’s a man we’re going to get on – the birthday boy, that you got on very closely with in the 
last race. Hopefully that’s not going to be the case. Max, happy with that result? You seemed to get 
the best from the car.   
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Max VERSTAPPEN: Yeah, I think it’s good for us in qualifying to be in this position. I mean it’s always good 
to drive on this track, especially in qualifying – Turns 5 and 6 are flat out, so it’s a lot of fun. And also the 
crowd – it’s amazing how passionate they are. So on my birthday to be third here is perfect.  
LH: I thought you were 19?  
MV: Twenty now.  
LH: Twenty now! Does he look much younger than me? 
 
I’m sorry to say, yes. Lewis, tomorrow, the race is going to be so important. We know what happened 
the last time out, but this is a long run up to Turn 1, but you must be looking forward to it, because 
this is the perfect situation for you.  
LH: It is. Obviously we are going to have a tough battle with these guys. Particularly the Red Bulls had really 
great long-run pace yesterday, and today I think. I’m hoping our car has moved in the right direction for the 
race run but we’ll see tomorrow. But there is a long, long run down to Turn 1, so lots can happen. But exciting 
to see all these guys coming out tomorrow and hopefully [it will be] the biggest crowd we've ever had.  
 
You’re going to be after the perfect start, Kimi, Max, tomorrow you’re going to want to get in front of 
this guy, who is the man who is going to do that.  
MV: I don’t want to be sandwiched – that’s the only thing.  
 
Kimi?  
KR: I don’t want to be hit.  
 
PRESS CONFERENCE 
 
Lewis, fifth Malaysian pole position, four years in a row here, and becomes the first man in Formula 
One history to get into the 70s of pole positions. What a turnaround from yesterday, and even from 
this morning. Seven tenths of a second ahead of your team-mate suggest that was a moment of 
inspiration. Tell us about it. 
LH: We had such a difficult day yesterday; it was difficult to know where we stood. I didn’t sleep very well, 
just like all my engineers as well, because we didn’t know whether we would fix the issue or not. But today we 
arrived and the car was much better but still I think it looked like the Ferraris were a little bit ahead. We had 
some big calls to make going into qualifying and then those laps were, particularly the last one, the first Q3 
lap, was very well put together, a very nice lap. I don’t really know where it came from, to be honest, so I’m a 
little bit surprised at myself. As I said, it’s a surprise to be up here. I’m very grateful. These guys have been 
driving exceptionally well all weekend. It’s always a special thing to be able to extract a little bit more out of 
the car than it’s particularly willing to go. That’s what I’ve always enjoyed, since my dad would say… my first 
go-kart was fifth-hand or something like that, and he’d say it was like a four-poster bed. Not that my car was a 
four-poster bed today but I was hoping I could extract a little bit more out of it.  
 
You acknowledged in Singapore that you had a slice of luck with what happened at the start, and a 
slice of luck with your main title rival Vettel starting from the back of the grid. You’ve got to capitalise 
on it, so will Valtteri have a part to play in it as Vettel comes through the field?  
LH: I haven’t really thought… I don’t know what happened to Sebastian. I mean, he would have been 
up there with us, he’d been driving well all weekend, very, very quick, between him and Kimi. Very 
unfortunate for him, but of course we just have to continue to focus on our job and try to maximise on 
every opportunity that we get collectively. Hopefully we are in a good position for tomorrow. Obviously 
we have put ourselves in the best position for tomorrow but we still have a tough race ahead of us, so 
we’ll just try and keep our heads down and hopefully those behind me and it will just unfold the way it 
unfolds. 
Q: Kimi, it equals your best qualifying performance here in Sepang: 0.045 of a second off pole 
position. A lot of weight on your shoulders obviously in qualifying from the Ferrari team with Vettel in 
trouble. You were on target, it seemed, until the final corner – tell us about it. 
KR: Well, I don’t know. Obviously, I only know how it was and I think overall, the whole weekend, it’s been 
pretty straightforward. The car’s been handling well. I think we were quite happy all day, also in qualifying but, 
y’know, you can always improve here and there. I don’t think you ever going to make an absolutely perfect 
lap and it’s a bit more painful when you get that close, for sure. There’s places that you improve a little bit and 
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it’s just enough – but it wasn’t today. Obviously was a shame for the team, with Seb’s issue, whatever, not 
having him in the qualifying – but that’s how it goes sometimes. I think the car’s [inaudible] very well but to try 
to fix it and then obviously had some problem. It’s a shame for him. Sure he will be good tomorrow. I’m happy 
but I’d rather have qualified in first place but I think tomorrow is a long race, it’s going to be tough for tyres 
and I think we should have a very good car tomorrow. I have a good feeling about it.  
 
Q: Max, happy 20th birthday. Going well so far… 
MV: Thank you very much! 
…strong weekend thus far. I think it’s the 11th time now this season you’ve out-qualified Daniel, so 
once again very strong qualifying performance. Four-tenths off today in qualifying but do you feel 
with what you saw yesterday in the long runs, quite low degradation, the car looked quick, obviously, 
the faint possibility of rain as well, that there’s room for optimism in the race tomorrow. 
MV: Well, for sure, if it rains, then then I think we always have a good opportunity. I think in the dry today, I’m 
actually very happy that I’m here in third because this morning – afternoon, the last session – I was struggling 
a lot with the balance of the car. Actually, the whole weekend has been up and down in terms of happiness 
with the car but we managed to do a good qualifying again. Really happy with that, of course. The car, except 
maybe the final run in Q3, before that was really well balanced, so I can’t complain. I think we could have 
been a bit closer, definitely we couldn’t have beaten them today but for us, to be third here, on this track, is 
perfect. Also, in the long runs, it was all looking good. If it’s good enough, I don’t know. We’ll see tomorrow. 
From my side, I want to have a good Sunday finally. Because every time on Saturday it’s always going well, 
but on Sunday I haven’t scored a lot of points. 
 
Q: (Livio Oricchio – GloboEsporte.com) Lewis, in the long runs yesterday you didn’t show good 
performance and today you have very good performance in one lap. Do you have an indication with 
this new setup for the race? 
LH: Yeah, in the P3 we did a long-ish short run, only five laps. I think the car was in a much better position 
but I think we were something like four- or five-tenths off the other guys. So we shall see tomorrow whether 
that is still the case – but I think we made some changes going into qualifying that should suit the car better 
for tomorrow, so I’m hopefully that we will be there or thereabouts.  
 
Q: (Jerome Pugmire – Associated Press) Question for Max, as you turn 20, you’re no longer a teen 
sensation so to speak. What is the highlights of your career. If you had to choose, for example, 
between Interlagos, coming through the rain and that victory on your debut, which would you 
choose? 
MV: It’s difficult. To be honest, I think my best memory is still from go-karting, when I won the World 
Championship, because you always dream of it, to achieve something like that, and especially… I worked 
really hard with my Dad, to achieve something like that, because he was my engine tuner, he was my 
mechanic. We have travelled the world together since I was four years old. I think I was 15 at the time. You 
win the World Championship in the highest category in go-karting. That was very emotional. Then the victory 
in Spain was also very emotional at the time – but I want to win a race on merit and not with luck. So that 
hasn’t happened yet, so I think still that victory in go-karting is more satisfying.  
 
Q: (Heikki Kulta – Turun Sanomat) Kimi, in Monaco you won the pole with the same margin as you did 
lose it today. How big is the difference in your feeling compared to that Monaco? 
KR: It makes no difference to compare what happened in Monaco with here. I don’t really care what’s the 
time difference, or position today. It’s what happened. We came second, I’m pretty happy because things 
have been running pretty smoothly all weekend and I think we’re going to have a good car tomorrow, at least 
so far that’s how it’s been. You always look for more and for sure there’s always things to improve, to go a bit 
faster and that little bit would have been enough today.  
 
Q: (Ysef Harding – Xiro Xone News) Lewis, once again Beast-mode. You find a way to really turn it up 
when your back is against the wall like this, again we’re seeing this level that you can’t figure out 
where it’s coming from. What is it, the many fans out there that, the Union Jacks, all the Lewis 
Hamilton fans, team LH is out there, coming thousands of miles to watch you race at this last 
Malaysian Grand Prix? 
LH: Well one thing for sure, the support is… I mean, we’ve been coming here for ten years and it’s known not 
to have a very attendance here but the crowd already from Thursday was pretty awesome and today, every 
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time you leave the garage, every time you come in, I can see all these flags opposite my garage. It’s the 
most… in all the ten years put together, today was more than all of those. Incredibly grateful for that. Of 
course, I get a lot of energy from that, and from special people I met, I met this young kid, Brandon, the other 
day who just was the highlight of the week, and then I guess always digging deep. I’m very, very grateful that 
the laps have come at the right time, throughout qualifying, because you know you approach it and you hope 
that you’re able to execute at the right time – but it’s not always… you’re never always on point but so far this 
weekend and particularly, obviously, just now, that lap, the one that really counts was the one I need and the 
one that I got. So it’s a combination of a lot of things, but my team worked so hard last night to really try to… I 
think they were here until 2am, trying to understand the car and make sure we made the right steps with real 
good analysis, so I’m grateful for all that hard work.  
 
Q: (Michael Schmidt – Auto Motor und Sport) Lewis, you took the old aero package today, your 
teammate the new one, was it your decision, was it a joint decision and why did you take the decision 
to go back to the old one?  
LH: How do you know that? Hmm? Did Niki tell you that? We came with an upgrade that was supposed to be 
better but we were unsure yesterday because we were so far off. We went back to one car trying one, the 
other car trying the other. Before qualifying I was thinking of going back to the new package because 
Valtteri’s and my times were very similar and Valtteri seemed really happy with it and so I didn’t want to carry 
a penalty going into qualifying. You want every little millisecond you can get but there wasn’t really enough 
time so we ended up staying with it and also it was kind of a risk, changing the car again for qualifying and 
maybe getting something wrong and so we just… that was really why we ended up staying with it but 
fortunately I’d done P3 with it so I was quite comfortable with where I was and it provided a stepping stone in 
terms of making the set-up change. Ultimately it was down, it is down in performance but fortunately it didn’t 
make a difference.  
 
Q: (Heikki Kulta – Turun Sanomat) Lewis, did that experience of having a home Finnish sauna help 
you to beat this other Finnish guy because you seem to be sweating less than him?  
LH: Did you say the home Finnish sauna? I haven’t been in it for a long time. I used the sauna here but it’s 
not as good as a Finnish sauna. I used the one in KL. Kimi, do you still use a sauna? You do? It doesn’t strike 
me as a usual Finnish guy, Kimi, but for me, coming from England, this is a sauna here. It’s bloody roasting.  
 
Q: (Lennart Bloemhof – De Volksrant) Max, touching upon the extension of contracts for China and 
Singapore and the possibility of new races being added in the near future, how do you feel about a 
calendar with 24 races? I believe Fernando Alonso isn’t a fan of expanding the calendar and Lewis 
isn’t that fond of it as well, I heard.  
MV: I think 21 is more than enough. I think it’s already quite a lot.  
LH: Shit. Is it really 24? They’re talking about 24?  
MV: Yeah. Yeah, I think it’s quite a lot. So I may… 
LH: He’s young, he’s got… 
MV: Several family and friends. Racing is one part but you also have your private life, away from racing, but 
you don’t really see them a lot, so I think if you’re going to do 24, 25, it’s not only for the drivers but also the 
mechanics. I think it’s better to get a divorce straight away.  
 
Q: (Louis Dekker – NOS) Lewis, I guess we have got three top teams again after the start of the 
season where it was mainly Mercedes and Ferrari. Are you happy with more battles? Does it make it 
better?  
LH: Absolutely, absolutely. I think we need even more than that. Red Bull have really stepped it up, stepped 
up their game in the last… through the last race and coming here and it’s great to see them performing so 
well. We obviously want them to be even closer so it really mixes things up. I was hopeful they were going to 
be even quicker today but I don’t know what happened, whether they lost a little bit of pace or not. But 
yesterday they were looking fantastic but again, their long run pace in the race here is often very very good 
so without doubt tomorrow they will be on our tails, I would imagine. In the past they’ve always been great 
here and looking after their tyres and keeping the temperatures low. I think it’s great, I think it’s more exciting 
for the fans. Wouldn’t it be great if we had Williams back there and McLaren back there and then there would 
be a real race.  
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Q: (Livio Oricchio – GloboEsporte.com) Kimi, your teammate is in the back, he’s fighting for the 
championship. You on the first row, do you think you can believe also the team can ask you to 
change the strategy in order to take maximum possible points from Lewis, keeping that in mind?  
KR: What do you  mean exactly, because as a team, we want to get maximum points out of any race with 
two cars and obviously for Seb we hope he’s going to make a good recovery but it’s not going to change my  
race. We’re always going to try and make the fastest race and I don’t really know what else… 
 
Ends 


