
 
Welcome! If you are applying for categorisation to participate in a Sportscar Championship, your profile 
will be assessed by the Categorisation Committee. This independent committee consists of representatives 
from the world's major Sportscar championships. 
 

 
 
Please note: This is a simplified summary. Ahead of any request, you must familiarize yourself with the 
latest official Regulations available here. 
 
1. INITIAL CATEGORISATION 
 
Your starting category is determined by a few key elements of your driver profile: 

• Your current age: Drivers under 30 years old are automatically classified as a minimum of 
Silver. 

• Career timeline: The age at which you started your racing career. 
• Track record: Your past achievements in Motorsport. 

 
2. REVIEW REQUESTS & DOWNGRADES 
 
If you are seeking a review of your category, requests must be lodged before August 31st each year. 
Most reviews are based on your monitored race pace after your first season in a monitored series (those 
organized by SRO, ACO, FIA, IMSA, or affiliated promoters). 
 
A. Eligibility Checklist for a Downgrade based on race pace 
(For drivers with recent racing data) 
To be considered for a downgrade based on your on-track pace, you must meet all of the following 
criteria: 

• Season Completion: You must have competed in at least 75% of the races in the 
series/championship for the seasons being considered. 

• Pace: You must be as slow or slower than the average performance of drivers in the lower 
categorisation. 

• Frequency: This slower pace must occur in 30% or more of the races. 
• Duration: This pattern must be proven across three or more successive seasons. 
• Silver Driver Age Limit: If you are a Silver driver, you cannot be eligible for a downgrade 

before you turn 30. 
 
B. Eligibility Checklist for a Downgrade based on other factors 
(Only for drivers without recent race pace or reaching age milestones) 
If you do not have recent data, you may still be eligible for a downgrade in the following specific 
scenarios: 

• Age Milestones: As a general rule, your categorisation will be reduced by one grade for the 
season following your 55th birthday. It will be reduced by an additional grade following your 
60th birthday, and drivers over 65 are categorised as Bronze. (Note: Exceptions apply if you 
won a championship recently or had another downgrade within the last 3 years). 

• Time Away from Racing:  
o If you are aged between 30 and 40 and have been out of racing (maximum one race 

per year) for at least 10 years, you may apply to return one grade lower. 



 
o If you are over 40 and have been out of racing (maximum one race per year) for at least 

5 years, you may apply to return one grade lower. 
• Serious Accident or Illness: Drivers returning from significant injury or illness may apply to 

return one grade lower. Written medical proof must be provided. 
 
C. The following factors are NOT considered in terms of a downgrade: 
Please note that the Categorisation Committee will not grant downgrades based on: 

• Factory driver status 
• Change of profession 
• Change of personal circumstances (family, etc.) 

(Note: The regulations explicitly state that a driver's categorisation will not be adjusted during the current 
season due to a change in circumstances). 
 
3. HOW WE MEASURE PERFORMANCE (THE DATA) 
 
Your average performance is primarily determined using lap time averages, though long-run performance 
and consistency may also be considered. Calculations are based solely on lap times set during actual 
races within a season. Irrelevant laps are automatically discarded. 
 

Race Duration Laps Counted for Average 

Up to 2 hours The 10 fastest laps are used. 

Over 2 hours It is recommended to use 20 laps, where possible. 

 
 
Getting Your Data:  
You must request the required performance analysis data sets directly from the timing supplier of your 
championship. Acceptable formats include average lap calculations (like a "B-pillar report" shown below), 
top-10/top-20 lap files, sector analysis files, or lap analysis. 
 
Lap Analysis from Timekeepers 
 

 
  



 
Sector Times from race files 
 

 
 

B-Pillars Reports 
 

 
 
How to Prove Your Pace:  
When submitting your data, you must provide analysis showing that your performance is truly equivalent 
to the lower category you are aiming for. For example, if you are a Silver driver aiming for Bronze, you 
must prove your pace is closer to a Bronze driver than a Silver driver. Aim to match the average 
driver of the lower category; simply being slower than the fastest Silver driver does not automatically 
mean you are Bronze. 
 
While there is no single absolute way to show your performance, here are two highly recommended 
templates to include in your application: 
 
  



 
Option A: Comparison Table Create a table to compare your race-by-race performance against a 
good representation of drivers in your current and target categories. 
 
SERIES NAME - SEASON 
Race Driver Best Silver Average Silver Best Bronze Average 

Bronze 
Race 1      
Race 2      
Race 3      
Race 4      

 
• Tip: If your performance consistently falls between the "Best Bronze" and "Average Bronze", this 

is a strong step toward proving a Bronze pace. 
 
Option B: Position Table Create a ranked list combining drivers from both categories based on 
Average Best Time for an event. 
 

 
 

• Tip: Highlight your name to clearly show where you would rank if placed in the lower category 
(e.g., showing that even as a Silver, you were only the 3rd-fastest Bronze). Providing this analysis 
across a number of races is highly effective 

 
4. NEXT STEPS 
 
Ready to apply or submit a review? Please submit your data and application via the Driver Categorisation 
Portal or direct further inquiries to driverscategorisation@fia.com  

 


