Race
Preview

2014 SPANISH GRAND PRIX
9 —11 MAY 2014

he Circuit de Catalunya hosts the fifth round of the

2014 FIA Formula One World Championship as teams
and drivers arrive in Barcelona for the Spanish Grand Perix.
After four ‘flyaway’ races F1 returns to the comfortable
familiarity of trucks and motorhomes for the start of the
European season.

Barcelona is famed as a bellwether circuit: cars that

race well here are expected to race well in any and all
conditions. The logic behind this is that the Circuit de
Catalunya provides a well-rounded examination of every
aspect of car design, requiring maximum downforce, strong
power delivery, excellent traction and handling.

Particularly interesting is how Pirelli's Hard and Medium
compounds will cope with the conditions. The Circuit de
Catalunya has a combination of high-energy corners, an
abrasive surface and only one long straight on which tyres
can cool. In warm weather degradation is expected to be
high, with the left side of the car particularly vulnerable.
While the tyre manufacturer does not predict a repeat of
last year’s four-stop strategies, the powerful new cars are
nevertheless expected to work tyres hard.

Mercedes arrive at the Spanish Grand Prix in ominous
form. With a clean sweep of pole positions and victories,
they are very much the team to beat in 2014. Lewis
Hamilton has been the driver to watch so far this year,
winning the last three races — but it is team-mate Nico
Rosberg who leads the Championship.

Barcelona, however, is the race at which teams traditionally
reveal their first major upgrade of the season. Though 2014
has seen a constant stream of traffic between the factories
and the circuit, with upgrades appearing on a daily basis,
most teams have circled this race for something more
substantial. While Mercedes may hold too much of an
advantage for the moment, down the order there is much
potential for movement.

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L' AUTOMOBILE

CIRCUIT DATA
CIRCUIT DE CATALUNYA

Length of lap:
4.655km

Lap record:
1:21.670 (Kimi Raikkoénen,
Ferrari, 2008)

Start line/finish line offset:
0.126km

Total number of race laps:
66

Total race distance:
307.104km

Pitlane speed limits:

80km/h in practice, qualifying
and the race.

CIRCUIT NOTES

» The kerb on the approach to
Turn One has been renewed
and the verge behind it is
now laid with asphalt.

» The kerbs on the exit of
Turns Nine and 12 have been
renewed and the artificial
grass behind them extended.

» A 7m wide strip of gravel
around the outside of Turn
11 has been replaced with
asphalt.

DRS ZONES

» Two DRS zones will be
in use at the Circuit de
Catalunya. The first has
a detection point 86m
before Turn Nine and an
activation point 40m after.
DRS detection point two is
at the Safety Car line, with
activation 157m after
Turn 16.
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Spanish GP
Fast Facts

» The F1 World Championship Spanish
Grand Prix has been held at the
Circuit de Catalunya every year since
the circuit first opened in 1991. The
race has also been held at Jerez
(1986-'90), Jarama (1968, °70, '72,
‘74, 1976-'79, 1981), Montjuic (1969,
'71,°73,’75) and the Pedralbes Street
Circuit (1951, '54).

» Barcelona is the most familiar circuit
for F1 teams — but for the first time
this century, they arrive for the
Spanish Grand Prix without pre-
season testing data from the Circuit
de Catalunya — this being the first
time it has not featured as a winter
testing venue.

» Jenson Button holds the record
for the number of test kilometres
completed at this circuit with a mighty
34,706km. The record for most days
testing completed, however, belongs
to David Coulthard with 118.

» Pastor Maldonado’s victory for
Williams at the 2012 Spanish Grand
Prix makes the Venezuelan the most
recent driver to take a maiden F1
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victory. Nico Rosberg joined the list
two races earlier, winning the 2012
Chinese Grand Prix and before that it
was Mark Webber with victory at the
2009 German Grand Prix.

» While Maldonado may add to his

tally, he currently shares with Jochen

Mass the distinction of being a winner

of the Spanish Grand Prix with only

that solitary victory to his name. Mass

took victory in the 1975 Spanish
Grand Prix, racing for McLaren at
Montjuic.

» Pole position is a priority at this
circuit. On 17 of the 23 occassions
the Spanish Grand Prix has been
held at the Circuit de Catalunya,
the driver starting in pole position
has won the race. Damon Hill,

Mika Hakkinen, Nigel Mansell, and
Sebastian Vettel have won from P2,
Michael Schumacher from P3 and
Fernando Alonso last year from P5.

» Alonso is the only Spanish winner of
the F1 World Championship Spanish
Grand Prix. Alonso took victory last
year for Ferrari, using a four-stop

strategy to advance from his third-row
grid slot. Alonso, driving for Renault,
also won the race in 2006, on that
occasion starting from pole position.

» Mercedes’ four straight wins is the

most dominant start to the season
since Renault managed the same

in 2005. They have some way to go
before threatening the all-time record
of 11, claimed by McLaren in 1988.

» The 2014 Grands Prix of Malaysia,

Bahrain and China mark the first time
Lewis Hamilton has achieved three
consecutive victories. Of the current
field, Jenson Button managed a string
of four wins in 2009, Fernando Alonso
managed four in 2006 and three in
2005, while Sebastian Vettel leads
the way with strings of nine (2013),
four (2010-11 and 2012) and three in
a row on two other occasions in 2011.

» Excluding the returning/new races

in Austria and Russia, the Spanish
Grand Prix is one of only two current
races at which Lewis Hamilton has
not stood on the top step. The other
is Brazil.



Spanish GP
Championship
Standings

(Drivers)
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. Nico Rosberg

. Lewis Hamilton

. Fernando Alonso
. Nico Hiilkenberg
. Sebastian Vettel

. Daniel Ricciardo
. Valtteri Bottas

. Jenson Button

. Kevin Magnussen

. Sergio Pérez

. Felipe Massa

. Kimi Réikkonen

. Jean-Eric Vergne
. Daniil Kvyat

. Romain Grosjean
. Adrian Sutil

. Esteban Gutiérrez
. Max Chilton

. Kamui Kobayashi
. Pastor Maldonado
. Marcus Ericsson

. Jules Bianchi
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Spanish GP
Championship

Standings

(Constructors)

1. Mercedes AMG Petronas

2. Infiniti Red Bull Racing
3.Sahara Force India F1 Team
4. Scuderia Ferrari

5. McLaren Mercedes

6. Williams Martini Racing
7.Scuderia Toro Rosso
8.Lotus F1 Team

9. Sauber F1 Team

10. Marussia F1 Team

11. Caterham F1 Team
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Spanish GP
Formula One Timetable
& FIA Media Schedule

THURSDAY

Press conference 15.00
FRIDAY

Practice session 1 10.00-11.30
Practice session 2 14.00-15.30
Press conference 16:00
SATURDAY

Practice session 3 11.00-12.00
Qualifying 14.00-15.00

Followed by unilateral and press conference

SUNDAY

Drivers’ Parade 12.30

Race 14.00-16.00
Followed by podium interviews and press
conference

ADDITIONAL MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES

QUALIFYING

All drivers eliminated in Q1 or Q2 are available
for media interviews immediately after the end

of each session, as are drivers who participated
in Q3, but who are not required for the post-
qualifying press conference. The interview pen is
located in the paddock in front of the FIA garages.

RACE

Any driver retiring before the end of the race

will be made available at his team’s garage/
hospitality.

In addition, during the race every team will make
available at least one senior spokesperson for
interview by officially accredited TV crews. A list
of those nominated will be made available in the
media centre.

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L'AUTOMOBILE

FIA COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
press@fia.com
T+331431258 15
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