FORMULA 1 JAPANESE GRAND PRIX: STEWARDS BIOGRAPHIES

PAUL GUTJAHR

PRESIDENT OF THE FIA HILL CLIMB COMMISSION, BOARD MEMBER AND PRESIDENT OF AUTO SPORT
SUISSE SARL 3

Paul Gutjahr started racing in the late 1960s with Alfa Romeo, Lancia, Lotus and
Porsche, then March in Formula 3. In the early ‘70s he became President of the
Automobile Club Berne and organised numerous events. He acted as President of the
organising committee of the Swiss GP at Dijon between 1980-82. Between 1980-2005
he acted as President of the Commission Sportive Nationale de I'’Automobile Club de
Suisse and in 2005 he became President and board member of the Auto Sport Suisse
motor sports club. Gutjahr is President of the Alliance of European Hill Climb Organisers
and has been steward at various high-level international competitions. He was the
Formula 3000 Sporting Commissioner and has been a Formula One steward since
1995.

JOSE ABED
FIA VICE PRESIDENT

José Abed, an FIA Vice President since 2006, began competing in motor sport in 1961.
In 1985, as a motor sport official, Abed founded the Mexican Organisation of
International Motor Sport (OMDAI) which represents Mexico in the FIA. He sat as its
Vice-President from 1985 to 1999, becoming President in 2003. In 1986, Abed began
promoting truck racing events in Mexico and from 1986 to 1992, he was President of
Mexican Grand Prix organising committee. In 1990 and 1991, he was President of the
organising committee for the International Championship of Prototype Cars and from
1990 to 1995, Abed was designated Steward for various international Grand Prix
events. Since 1990, Abed has been involved in manufacturing prototype chassis,
electric cars, rally cars and kart chassis.

MIKA SALO

FORMER F1 DRIVER

In a racing career now into its third decade, Mika Salo competed in over one hundred
Grands Prix between 1994-2002. After junior success in Britain and Japan, Salo made his
Formula One debut for Lotus at the last two rounds of the 1994 season. Over the next eight
years the Finn drove for Tyrrell, Arrows, BAR, Ferrari, Sauber and Toyota. He twice
finished on the podium for Ferrari and scored points for Toyota in the Japanese
manufacturer’s debut race. Since he drew time on his F1 career, Salo has competed
predominantly in sports cars, most notably racing in GT classes. He has GT2 victories at
both Le Mans and Sebring, and in 2007 won the GT class in ALMS. He has also tried his
hand in CART and Australian V8s. Salo is still a familiar face in the Formula One paddock,
working extensively for Finnish TV.




