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2014 WORLD RX MOVES TO FINLAND AS CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLE INTENSIFIES 
Round 4 – Rallycross of Finland 
 
 
With three different winners from the opening three rounds in this year’s FIA World Rallycross 
Championship presented by Monster Energy, the battle to become the first ever World RX Champion is 
heating up.  Joining the World RX line-up for the first time this year will be former FIA GT1 World 
Champion Markus Winkelhock for the EKS RX Team plus American Top Gear presenter Tanner Foust who 
returns for the second of his four-round World RX campaign. 
 
Eighty miles north-east of the Finnish capital of Helsinki, Kouvola is Finland’s 10th biggest city and will be 
home to round four of the season. At just over 1060 metres and split between 58% asphalt and 42% 
gravel, the circuit features one jump and a joker section towards the end of the lap. Twenty-five 
Supercars make up the headline Supercar category in Finland with the TouringCar and Super1600 
categories attracting a further 25 entries.  The supporting RX Lites Cup returns to the Championship for 
the third time this year as 10 drivers including Niclas Gronholm, son of former World Rally Champion 
Marcus, battle it out for the victory. 
 
Currently leading the driver standings, and also the team standings for Ford Olsbergs MSE, is Latvian man 
of the moment Reinis Nitiss. “I still can’t believe that I won in Norway, I really didn’t expect to be on the 
podium beside two big names [Petter Solberg and Ken Block]. The media attention at home has been 
fantastic and now I hope to continue the success in Finland,” explained 18-year-old Nitiss who has been 
busy participating in rallysprint competitions back in his home town of Jekabpils.  
 
Three points adrift of Nitiss in the overall leaderboard is Norway’s Petter “Hollywood” Solberg who has 
enjoyed a strong start to his World RX season having made it to the final of each round so far. “The next 
three World RX races will determine much of the world title fight,” claimed the PSRX Team driver who 
won the opening round in Portugal. “About three and a half weeks from now, we will know the answer to 
who is still in the game and who’s not…” 
 
Third in the standings and representing Finland on home soil this weekend will be Volkswagen 
Marklund’s Toomas ‘Topi’ Heikkinen.  A consistently quick driver, Heikkinen will be a firm favourite to win 
in front a home crowd this weekend.  “Our home event is really the perfect opportunity for me to thank 
all the people from home who have supported me over the years,” admitted Heikkinen. “I really hope I 
can do well but I know that I’ve got the equipment and capability to do it. We were a bit unlucky at the 
last round in Norway, but hopefully that’s our bad luck out of the way now and we can concentrate on 
what we do best, which is winning.”  
 



 

Joining Heikkinen in the VW Marklund Team will be permanent Supercar driver Anton Marklund and 
wildcard entry for the event, Tanner Foust, who has previously won in Kouvola and will be feeling buoyed 
after finishing in the top five at Lydden Hill back in May. 
 
After a return to form at the previous round in Norway, Monster Energy World RX Team driver Liam 
Doran will be eager to do one better and leave Finland with a podium result.  The 27-year-old Briton, who 
won his first FIA event at Kouvola back in 2010, explained: “Finland has always been a good track for me, 
and it's one of my favourites to drive. Since Portugal, we've been getting quicker and quicker. In Norway 
we proved we have the pace, so now it's just a case of tying it all together. I'm pretty confident we can 
get a good result.” 
 
Team Peugeot-Hansen drivers Timur Timerzyanov and Timmy Hansen have been consistently quick this 
year but have yet to win an event, which both drivers will be looking to rectify in Finland. 
 
After their debut in Norway, Team EKS RX returns to World RX this weekend with permanent team driver 
Pontus Tidemand and a new addition to the team: Markus Winkelhock.  An ex F1 racer and former FIA 
GT1 World Champion, Winkelhock admitted that the swap from GT to World RX could be tricky: “As a GT 
driver, the race weekend in Finland will be a big shift, that’s for sure. But I was very happy with the first 
steps after my test and the team has been too. I’m very thankful to Mattias [Ekstrom] who gave me the 
chance to race.” 
 
After setting the fastest lap time in the opening heat at the previous World RX round in Norway, Jacques 
Villeneuve is feeling full of confidence going into round four.  The French-Canadian, who will be driving 
for British team Albatec Racing, is determined to make the finals this weekend: “I will be pushing hard to 
get some clean, fast heats and won’t be happy with anything less than a place in the semi finals,” 
declared the former F1 World Champion. 
 
Martin Anayi – Managing Director for World RX at IMG Motorsport – concluded: “Kouvola is a highlight of 
the World RX calendar: it is a very well organised event, the fans are passionate, the atmosphere is 
electric and the drivers love competing here.  The track is very technical: the drivers will have to strike the 
right balance between knowing when to push and when is best to hold off the throttle.  As demonstrated 
in the opening three rounds, the smallest off can result in a puncture so the drivers will need to think 
wisely as they prepare for one of the most technically challenging races of the year. I’d like to welcome 
Markus to World RX – as a former GT, F1 and winner of last weekend’s 24 hours of Nurburgring, he’s 
already proved himself as a world-class driver.  Now it will be interesting to watch how Markus fares 
against the other Supercar entries in Finland.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CIRCUIT INFORMATION 
 

 
 
Name:       Kouvola Circuit  
Length:      1,060 km  
Composition:      58% Asphalt & 42% Dirt  
Direction of the track:     Clockwise  
 
EVENT FORMAT 
 
Each event will comprise of practice sessions, four qualifying heats, two semi-finals and one final. There 
will be four qualifying heats with a maximum of five cars starting abreast in each race over four laps. 
 
HEAT 1: 
Starting positions in the races will be determined by a draw that will be carried out beforehand. 
 
HEAT 2: 
Race starters determined according to classification of heat 1. This follows the same format until heat 4. 
All qualifying heats will be timed and the fastest driver in each heat will be rewarded 50 points, second: 
45, third: 42, fourth: 40, fifth: 39, sixth: 38 and so on. After the qualifying heats, there will be an 
intermediate classification according to each driver’s total points scored in the four heats. 
 
SEMI-FINALS: 
There will be six starters arranged on a two-by-two grid and each semi-final will be run over six laps. The 
top 12 scoring drivers in the intermediate classification will qualify for the semi-finals. The winner, second 
and third placed drivers in each semi-final will qualify for the final. 
 
 



 

FINALS: 
Finals will also have six starters, arranged over three rows and will be run over six laps. The semi-final 
winner with the highest number of points in the event will start on the ‘pole’ side of the grid, followed by 
the other semi-final winner. The same procedure will be used between the two second-placed drivers 
and two third-placed drivers. The winner of the final will be the winner of the event. Positions one to six 
in the final classification will be according to the result of the final. The remaining drivers will be classified 
according to points scored in the event. 
 
JOKER LAPS:  
An alternative section of track that adds at least two seconds to the lap time, and through which every 
driver must pass once in each race, semi-final and final. Failure to take the Joker Lap is penalised by 30-
seconds in the qualifying heats, and by being classified last and loss of points in a semi-final or final. 
 
 
MEDIA INFORMATION/SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday 27 June 
1400-1800 Media sign-on. 
1600  Drivers’ Draw plus World RX press conference.  This will be held in the IMG truck.  Media 

are invited to attend this the draws are made for the race heats. After the draw, a pre-
event press conference will be held with Reinis Nitiss, Topi Heikkinen, Markus 
Winkelhock and Tanner Foust. 

 
Saturday 28 June 
0800  Media sign-on opens. 
1030  Photographers’ briefing. All photographers arriving on Saturday MUST attend this short 

photographers’ briefing which will be held in the media room.  Photographers will be 
issued with a tabard after the briefing. 

 
Sunday 29 June 
0800  Media sign-on opens. 
0830 Photographers’ briefing. All photographers arriving on Sunday MUST attend this short 

photographers’ briefing which will be held in the media room.  Photographers will be 
issued with a tabard after the briefing. 

1740  Press conference. 
 
 
FIA WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
The provisional classifications for all the Championship can be found on the following link: 
http://www.fia.com/sport/championships/news/world-rallycross-championship 
 
 
FIA WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
Shortly after the finish of the sessions, results of the event can be found on the following link: 
http://www.fia.com/championship/events/world-rallycross-championship/2014/kouvola 

 


