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Stewards’ Decision

Protest against Haas F1 Team car 8 (driver Romain Grosjean) by Renault Sport Formula
One Team

The Stewards held a hearing at 1830 following the Protest lodged by Renault Sport Racing Ltd, the
Entrant of the Renault Sport Formula One Team (“Renault”’) against Car 8 of Haas Formula One
Team (“Haas”.) The teams were each represented by their team representative and technical
personnel. The Stewards have noted each name separately. The Stewards had previously instructed
the Technical Delegate to keep Car 8 under Parc Fermé conditions.

The Stewards first heard evidence as to the admissibility of the Protest. Examining the protest
document, the Stewards found that the protest met the requirements of Article 13 of the International
Sporting Code, and admitted the Protest.

The Stewards then heard evidence from each team, which in summary was:

Renault submitted that Art. 3.7.1.d of the Technical Regulations of the FIA Formula One World
Championship state that a radius of 50mm (+/-2mm) must be applied to each front corner of the
reference plane. (See Art.) The text of this Article was being applied differently by several different
teams, and a clarification was sought. As a result, TD/033-18 was issued on the 25th of July, 2018 —
which, in essence gave the teams until the Grand Prix of Monza to comply with the clarification
indicated in the TD.

Renault provided a picture that they claimed was of Car 8, which they stated shows that the part in
question, at the start of the Grand Prix of Monza was not in compliance with art. 3.7.1.d of the FIA
Formula One Technical Regulations, as clarified with the TD, and therefore they protested against
the compliance of Car 8.

Haas submitted that they understood the TD, and that they have been in contact with the FIA’s head
of Single Seater Technical Matters. They submitted the email correspondence, which were also
provided to the Stewards by the Technical Delegate. They provided details of their new solution and
sought acceptance of that solution. In their final email in the chain, they provided both drawings of
their solution and stated “Given the forthcoming summer break, we will endeavor to introduce this
upgrade for the Singapore GP, but will be somewhat at the mercy of our suppliers so we would
request some flexibility in this matter.”

The response from the FIA’s head of Technical Matters did not respond to this point, but did make
some technical points, along with general acceptance of the technical solution. Haas submitted that it
was their understanding, based on a lack of response on the matter of timing that their solution and
timing were accepted.

The Stewards asked questions in clarification of the various points of the teams and permitted the
teams to make concluding statements.

The Stewards ordered the Technical Delegate to inspect Car 8, and his report to them (document
40) specified that the car was not in compliance with Art. 3.7.1.d as clarified in the TD.



The Stewards contacted the FIA’s Head of Single Seater Technical Matters, who confirmed the
email chain referred to by Haas, but he also stated that in a subsequent conversation with Haas’
Head of Aero and representative on this matter, that he had stated that while he understood their
supply problem, that if the car was not corrected by Monza — that they would leave themselves open
to protest by other teams.

Haas asked to be heard on additional points, and the Stewards re-convened the hearing.

Haas noted that in their Head of Aero’s email, he proposed a solution and noted that this was as a
result of their discussions “on how to best interpret the ambiguity associated with defining the front of
the T-Tray.” As such, they noted that until that clarification was given, TD/033-18 remained
ambiguous, and that as the TD had not been updated, they did not believe that their car was in
violation of the TD.

They further noted, that the time from the TD to the Grand Prix of Monza, taking into account the
Summer Shutdown period was only three weeks, which is why it was not possible for them to come
up with a solution within the time provided.

The Stewards closed the hearing and considered the matter.

The Stewards determined that, as per the Technical Delegate’s report, the car was not in compliance
with Art. 3.7.1.d of the 2018 FIA Formula One Technical Regulations, as clarified by TD/033-18.

As has been noted in previous decisions of the FIA International Court of Appeal, Technical
Directives are advisory in nature, but they provide a manner in which a competitor may satisfy the
Technical Delegates and the Stewards with proof that their car is compliant. In this case the
Competitor did not follow the Technical Directive, and the outboard front corner of the car does not
have the requisite 50mm radius.

While the Stewards are also sympathetic to the difficulties of producing these parts, the Stewards
noted that at least one other competitor was able to comply in the time provided. Further, it was made
clear to the competitor from the outset that the FIA Technical Department did not consider their car
to be in compliance, and further that they left themselves open to the circumstances they now find. It
was therefore the obligation of the competitor to be in compliance, which they did not do.

The Stewards therefore find the Car to be in breach of the regulation Article 3.7.1.d of the 2018 FIA
Technical Regulations as clarified in TD/033-18 and order that Car 8 be Disqualified from the results
and that the classification be amended. The Stewards further order that the part in question be
retained and sealed by the Technical Delegate until this decision is binding.

Competitors are reminded that they have the right to appeal the decisions of the Stewards (with the
exception of those referred to in Article 12.2.4 of the FIA International Sporting Code), in
accordance with Article 15 of the FIA International Sporting Code and Article 9.1.1 of the FIA Judicial
and Disciplinary Rules, within the applicable time limits.

Tim Mayer Gerd Ennser
Danny Sullivan Paolo Longoni

The Stewards



