2018 AUSTRIAN GRAND PRIX
28 June - 01 July 2018
From

The Stewards

Document

29

To

The Team Manager,
Scuderia Ferrari

Date

30 June 2018

Time

18:04

The Stewards, having received a report from the Race Director, summoned (documents 26 & 27) and
heard the drivers and team representatives, have considered the following matter and determine the
following:
No / Driver

5 - Sebastian Vettel

Competitor Scuderia Ferrari
Time

15:39

Session

Qualifying

Fact

Car 5 unnecessarily impeded car 55 at turn 1.

Offence

Breach of Article 31.5 of the FIA Formula One Sporting Regulations.

Decision

Penalty of a drop of 3 grid positions.
(1 penalty point awarded, 6 points in total for the 12-month period).

Reason

The Stewards reviewed the video evidence, team radio and heard from the driver of
car 5 (Sebastian Vettel), the driver of car 55 (Carlos Sainz) and team representatives.
Car 5 had just finished a push lap and was on an in lap, travelling quite slowly into and
around turn 1, on the racing line. The driver conceded that he had passed car 55
between turns 7 and 8 but assumed it had pitted after.
However, car 55 was actually commencing a push lap and closed on car 5 rapidly
along the pit straight and into turn 1.
During evidence, the driver of car 55 stated that he felt the driver of car 5 was
completely unaware of his approach. This was confirmed by the driver of car 5 who
stated he was unable to see car 55 in his mirrors and that his team had not informed
him of its approach, by radio. The latter was confirmed by the team representative.
It is the belief of the Stewards that notwithstanding the absence of a radio call, the
driver of car 5, being aware of the issue of rear vision with his mirrors, should not have
been so slow and on the racing line, during a slowdown lap in Qualification.
Having reviewed all alleged impeding incidents since the beginning of 2016, the penalty
of a drop of 3 grid positions is consistent with all other similar incidents.
All Competitors are reminded of their right to appeal certain decisions of the Stewards,
as set out in the International Sporting Code and related regulations, including the time
limits for such appeals.
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