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DRIVERS 

1 – Lewis HAMILTON (Mercedes) 

2 – Kimi RÄIKKÖNEN (Ferrari) 

3 – Sebastian VETTEL (Ferrari) 

TRACK INTERVIEWS 
Q: Lewis, that was a lap of some commitment to take the record here, seven pole positions. 
How does that one feel?  
Lewis HAMILTON: You would think that with the results we’ve had in these years, it would be the 
norm. But it doesn’t. It’s still just as intense and my heart is racing, I wish you could feel it right now. 
It’s great to see this crowd here. Thank you so much for all coming out. I’m so grateful to the 
Aussies having us here every year and mostly the generally good weather but a beautiful city. And 
a lot of British flags here, so I’m really grateful for it. But I’m so happy with that lap; it was such a 
nice lap. And, you know, I’m always striving for perfection and that was as close as I could get. 
 
Q: More than six tenths for pole position. We’ve heard some talk about ‘party mode’. Was 
party mode engaged? Was it party time in the car today?  
LH: I’m always in party mode, so you know… No, what was surprising was to see how quick the 
Ferraris were. I mean I don’t really know… during that lap I was in the same mode that I was in 
before but it was just really hooking up the tyres, getting them at the right temperature and then 
putting the lap together. I had good sectors before, maybe the first lap of qualifying but after that I 
had to put them together so… 
  
Q: Phenomenal job. Congratulations. Great job today Kimi, a phenomenal lap from you. Talk 
about your lap, talk about your pace today, a great job for Ferrari. 
Kimi RÄIKKÖNEN: I think it was a pretty decent job. But obviously the lap time difference is still 
pretty big but it wasn’t a very straightforward session, because of the weather this morning and the 
disturbance in the last qualifying but we have to be happy about where we are starting but there is 
still an awful lot of work to be done to improve things, but not too bad.  
 
Q: Great job, Kimi, well done. Sebastian, maybe not the day you were hoping for, the pace of 
the looks good, but just that massive push from Lewis at the end. Are you happy with 
today?  
Sebastian VETTEL: Yeah, I think we can be. Yesterday I wasn’t happy; I didn’t really feel the car. It 
just coming better in qualifying. I think the last lap I had a bit of a moment into 13, I tried to brake 
really late; it didn’t work. But yeah, it was really close. Exciting for us as it was that close. A shame 
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that Lewis had quite a big gap at the end but I guess his lap was pretty good. Looking forward to 
tomorrow, we did improve the car today and see what happens tomorrow.  
 
Q: We know that Mercedes always turn it on on Saturdays. But for Sunday for tomorrow how 
confident are you that you can take it to those guys and we get a proper fight for the win?  
Sebastian VETTEL: Yeah, I hope they did turn it on today, as that means they have turn it off 
tomorrow. I think it’s very close. I think we saw yesterday in the long runs that the pace is very 
close, so let’s see. It’s not the easiest place to overtake but who knows, if we have an opportunity at 
the start and then in the race you never know. Really happy for the team, it’s a good result, so let’s 
get going. 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE 
 
Q: Lewis, that was some mighty lap, but tell us about the journey to it, as it didn’t look 
straightforward today.  
LH: It definitely wasn’t straightforward. It was not the easiest of sessions. It was a real surprise to 
see how quick the Ferraris were, from already Q1. The speeds they had on the straights; they’ve 
obviously made an improvement in their power mode. I think we were similar speed through the 
corners but definitely their power mode was quite strong. And that remained the same through the 
session. But obviously getting out and getting the tyres working optimally and staying in the right 
zone through the whole lap was definitely difficult, it was always is here, particularly with the rears. 
Yeah, getting the balance and putting the sectors together, obviously we had some runs, or at least 
one on used tyres, and then you had that break and then the incident. It was tricky. But that last lap 
was the best of this weekend. I’m very, very happy with that lap. It was one of my best I would.  
 
Q: You look in good shape for the race. You were quick on the two harder compound tyres 
in the long runs yesterday. The only disappointment I guess is that they’re on your own 
against these two tomorrow; Valtteri in the wall unfortunately? 
LH: Yeah, that’s OK. It’s not like I’ve not been there before, fighting two Ferraris, in my career. Of 
course it’s always going to be tough having two red cars, or a red car either in your mirror or ahead, 
fighting with them. They are a great team.  But we are the best prepared we can be. I am excited. 
We had a great crowd here today. It was great that it dried up. And it was progressing. The track 
was getting better and better through qualifying, so you were constantly discovering new grip, new 
improvements as you go along and I guess that’s why I’m as happy as I am. 
Q: Kimi, great performance, it looked pretty close in Q2, first runs of Q3 as well, Lewis used 
the word ‘surprised’ to talk about the performance of Ferrari there, were you surprised them 
when he pulled out that lap? 
KR: We didn’t really know what to expect, it’s the first qualifying so everybody’s been a bit unsure 
of where you are against the others and obviously today was like this. If you purely look at time 
differences it’s bigger than for sure we want but I think it wasn’t very straightforward, the whole day 
with conditions and everything. We have to see in the next ones but I think everything was more or 
less OK. One mistake in Q2, lost one run and obviously then we used, like a half a lap used tyres in 
the first try but yeah, I think feeling-wise, not too bad. For sure things could be better here and 
there, we try to make a good job tomorrow and keep working and see what we can do. 
 
Q: Seb, obviously, strategy played a part in your win here last year. There are two of you, 
one of him, there’s Red Bull starting on Supersofts, lots of different permutations: how do 
you see the race panning-out tomorrow? 
SV: Well, I don’t know. Depends on how we get off the line and then hopefully we can play two 
against one. I think in terms of race pace we should be closer. We were closer yesterday and then 
we see. It depends how close we can be. Yeah. I think it also depends. We have more cars now in 
range. So, it changes probably a little bit the race as well. So, we’ll see.  
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
Q: (Yianni Mavromoustakos - Talkingtorque.com.au) To all three drivers, did the track 
conditions affect your times significantly – and if so by how much? The dampness, as it 
started to get a bit drier throughout from Q1 to Q3. 
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LH: Oh, no, it was already dry from the beginning. The tracks generally evolve, the temperature 
was coming down in this session but the track just grips-up as we apply more and more rubber to 
the road. Obviously, this morning’s practice, the rain just resets the track a little bit. So, it just kept 
progressing and getting faster and faster throughout the session. 
 
Q: (Christian Menath – Motorsport-Magazin.com) Question to Seb: are you concerned by the 
gap to Mercedes and do you think it was due to the ‘party mode’ from Lewis’ engine?  
SV: I don’t know. I haven’t seen much of the qualifying. I think I had a little bit in hand. I messed up 
a bit in the final sector, going into Turn 13. So not ideal from my side but still, felt like a good lap 
and a good session. The car was coming alive so I’m pretty happy with what we did. Obviously the 
gap is bigger than we want it to be. I don’t think it was very close, seven-tenths obviously is quite 
big. So, some homework for us, but yeah, as I said, tomorrow, we’ve seen many times now, 2014, 
2015, 2016, 2017 that, usually on Sunday, things get a little bit closer. We bet on that. 
 
LH: I can assure you, we don’t have a party mode. I use the same mode from Q2 to the end of Q3. 
There was no extra button, there was no extra button that I engaged.  
 
SV: Then what were you doing before? 
 
LH: eh? 
 
SV: What were you doing before? 
 
LH: I was waiting to put a good lap in. Wipe the smile off your face! 
 
[off-mike question – You have mentioned looking forward to the party mode] 
 
LH: Who did? 
 
[off-mike question – I think you said at some point…] 
 
LH: I’ve never heard of that suggestion, the Party Mode – but it sounds pretty cool.  
 
Q: (Frederic Ferret – L’Equipe) Question to the three of you. Are you surprised by the choice 
of the tyre of the Red Bulls? 
LH: I’m not surprised, it is a better tyre. It is a better tyre so they will be very strong. The only 
scenario… the difficult thing is, being that’s it’s generally a one stop, tomorrow they’ll have to go to 
either the ultrasoft or the soft at the first stop. But the tyres are quite close. They will most likely be 
able to go longer and remain at a very decent pace. Strategy wise it’s probably not a terrible thing 
but it’ll be interesting tomorrow for sure. 
 
Kimi, any thoughts? 
KR: No, free to do what they want. 
 
Did you think about it? 
KR: For sure. There are a lot of things that we think about and we try to chose the best that we 
think is going to work for us but obviously, there’s a lot of options that you can do. To be honest, the 
end result, if you purely take the speed, might not be an awful lot different.  
 
To phrase it slightly differently, why didn’t you do it? 
SV: Because we believe what we did is better for the race.  
 
Q: (Heikki Kulta – Turun Sanomat) Kimi, it’s the second time you’re on the front row here 
and the last time you won it. Is a front row position giving you a better chance in the race 
because it’s so difficult to overtake?  
KR: I don’t think it’s going to change an awful lot, honestly. You want to be as far forward as you 
can but it doesn’t guarantee anything. Whatever has happened in the past doesn’t make any 
difference tomorrow. We will try to make a good race out of it and see where we end up. Obviously 
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it’s a bit unknown as it’s the first race so we do our own stuff and hopefully get a good result out of 
it.  
 
Q: (Phil Branagan – Auto Action) Lewis, last year you gave up the lead and you gave up 
track position to Sebastian and we know how that worked out. How much does that play, if 
anything, into your strategic thinking about tomorrow’s race?  
LH: Up until this point, I haven’t thought at all about the race. You know, you’re just taking one day 
at a time and one session at a time so I haven’t even reviewed – apart from last week at the 
factory, for example -  but I’ve not reviewed it up until now. So tonight and tomorrow morning I’ll 
start obviously putting my focus into the race. Whether I’ve given up the position is the right thing, 
they ultimately did a better job in strategy so yeah, I think we generally learn from mistakes or 
scenarios like that so I’m hoping that we’re better prepared for tomorrow and ultimately I guess, it’s 
also how we manage the tyres at the start of the race. Sebastian was really on my tail towards the 
end of my stint last time which forced me to come into the pits and then he continued on for several 
laps and then I got stuck behind Verstappen. But I’ll definitely bear that in mind and try my best to 
make sure that I’m in a better position tomorrow.  
 
Q: (Paul Gover – Herald Sun) Sebastian, there are a lot of fans around the world who 
enjoyed the rivalry between you and Lewis last year. We saw a little frisson just then when 
he’s talking about wiping the smile off your face. It’s a question to both of you. I know it’s a 
joke but it’s a good quote and I work for a tabloid paper. I want you to be honest so I’ll be 
honest. Are you looking forward to resuming battle and do you plan to wipe the smile off his 
face?  
SV: I think he said it so quick the first time I didn’t get it, so now I got it, thanks for repeating it. I 
think what goes around comes around. At the end of the day that’s why we’re here, we want to 
have fun. If that’s what he enjoys, obviously on Saturdays he’s doing pretty well.  
LH: It was a joke.  
SV: I know but… He’s free to have a party tonight and then hopefully Kimi and myself will have a 
party tomorrow.  
LH: Kimi parties all the time so…  
 
Q: (Heikki Kulta – Turun Sanomat) Lewis, how disappointed are you that Valtteri is not with 
you here in the top three?  
LH: Again, I haven’t put a lot of thought to it but of course I know how hard Valtteri’s been working 
and so I would know how difficult and the pain he’ll feel right now but he will recover for sure, he 
was very quick through practice and he’s been putting a lot of effort into growing as a driver and as 
a member of the team. Definitely unfortunate but I have all the confidence in him to pull through 
again tomorrow quite quickly.  
 
Ends 
 


