
FAST FACTS

►	 This is the fourth United States Grand 
Prix at the Circuit of the Americas. Lewis 
Hamilton has two victories, winning for 
McLaren in 2012 and Mercedes last 
season. Sebastian Vettel took victory 
in 2013. Vettel won from pole. Both of 
Hamilton’s victories came from P2.  

►  Hamilton has won the US Grand Prix at 
two venues. In 2007, his rookie year, he 
won the final USGP at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. Despite the race 
having been held at six venues, he is the 
only driver with this distinction. 

►   Those six venues are: Sebring (1959), 
Riverside (1960), Watkins Glen (1961- 
’80), Phoenix (1989-’91), Indianapolis 
(2000-’07) and finally COTA (2012 - ).

►   The United States Grand Prix has seen 
the Drivers’ Championship clinched on 
four previous occasions. Jack Brabham 
took his first title at the inaugural USGP 
in 1959. Jochen Rindt became F1’s only 
posthumous world champion when title 
rival Jacky Ickx finished only fourth in 
1970. Emerson Fittipaldi in 1974 and 
Niki Lauda in 1977 both added their 
second world titles at the USGP. Nelson 
Piquet and Keke Rosberg in 1981 and 

1982 respectively, both became world 
champions on US soil – though both 
claimed their titles at the Las Vegas 
Grand Prix.

►   The Las Vegas Grand Prix, also known 
as the Caesar’s Palace Grand Prix is one 
of five F1 World Championship grands 
prix held in the US but not given the title 
US Grand Prix – usually because they 
were a second or third race in the USA 
that season. There is also the United 
States Grand Prix West (1976-1983), 
held in Long Beach, the Detroit Grand 
Prix (1982-88) and the Dallas Grand Prix 
(1984). The Indy 500 was also classed as 
a (largely honorific) round of the World 
Championship between 1950 and 1960.

►   Alexander Rossi is the only American 
driver taking part in his home grand 
prix. The Californian is the first American 
to race in F1 since Scott Speed. Speed 
raced in 2006 and 2007 for Scuderia 
Toro Rosso. He took part in the United 
States Grand Prix both years with a best 
result of 13th. 

►   Rubens Barrichello won the 2002 
USGP by a margin of 0.011 seconds 
from Michael Schumacher in a Ferrari 

formation finish. This is potentially the 
closest finish in F1 history. Peter Gethin’s 
advantage over Ronnie Peterson at the 
1971 Italian Grand Prix is given as 0.01s. 
The change from two to three decimal 
places in the timing regime makes it 
impossible to tell which was closer.

►   With five wins (2000, 2003-’06), 
Schumacher is the most successful 
driver in USGP history. Ferrari are the 
most successful team with nine wins. 

►  There are no official records for pit stop 
times but the 1.923s stationary time for 
Red Bull Racing’s Mark Webber at the 
USGP in 2013 is accepted as being the 
fastest pit stop in history, breaking Red 
Bull and Webber’s own record of 2.05s, 
set earlier in 2013 at the Malaysian 
Grand Prix. 

►   Hamilton can secure his third Drivers’ 
World Championship title this weekend. 
The Briton is 66 points ahead of Vettel 
and 73 points ahead of Nico Rosberg. 
Hamilton needs to leave Austin with 
a lead of 75 points. There are many 
permutations but the most basic is that 
victory for Hamilton will suffice unless 
Vettel finishes second. 


