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PRESS CONFERENCE 

Q: Lewis the 64th pole of your career and your third of this year. Sixty-fourth pole 
puts you one behind Ayrton Senna, I’m sure you’re well aware of that, but did you 
feel you had control throughout today or did the red cars give you a bit of a scare?  

Lewis HAMILTON: It started out that we were potentially a tenth ahead of the Ferraris, but 
in P3 it seemed that we were lot closer, so, quite level. So it was really intense for us, 
making sure we pulled out every millisecond we can. We made some changes as we got 
into qualifying and the car felt great, so I was very happy with it. The Q1 lap was very, very 
good. The Q2 lap was so-so, but good enough. Then the first lap of Q3 was very good and 
the second lap was up, I think almost two tenths. I didn’t finish it that way but still it was 
good enough to keep me ahead.  

Q: That’s interesting. Was that conditions or was that you, because Sebastian also 
had an issue in the final sector?   

LH: It’s difficult to know. I didn’t make a mistake. I didn’t lock up or go wide or anything like 
that. I did the corner perfectly, but it’s very gusty out there, so from corner to corner… 
sometimes you arrive in the corner and you brake in the same spot and understeer off 
because you have a tail wind or a head wind and you stop quicker. Particularly for me, I 
feel for that moment maybe I didn’t have a tail wind, because the car stopped really well, as 
opposed to the previous lap where it was more on the limit. I don’t know if that was the 
same for Sebastian but it was tricky for us all.  

Q: A quick final thought on the race pace. It looked very strong yesterday and 
particularly the degradation on the soft looked really good, so you must be feeling 
pretty strong going into the race tomorrow? 

LH: Yeah, I mean firstly, I have to say the team have done an incredible job; the guys back 
at the factory, as always really… I don’t know if they get tired of hearing it, but they really 
have done an incredible job to make small increments, steps forward and bring a great 
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package for this track to keep us in the fight with the Ferraris. Very grateful for everyone’s 
hard efforts and we want to work as hard as we can to make sure that doesn’t go to waste. 

Q: Sebastian, I’ll bet you’re glad when they told you to switch the engine off in Q1, 
you questioned it for a minute or two and didn’t switch the engine off? Otherwise 
you wouldn’t be sitting here and you’d be looking at losing your championship lead 
tomorrow afternoon wouldn’t you. 

SV: I don’t know. You never know. Obviously much better that way. But I have to say the 
team did a phenomenal job. By surprise we had an issue this morning and had to change 
the engine. Normally that’s close to a three-hour job, if you’re rushing. I don’t know how 
they managed. They did it in sub-two hours. I was basically, at 10-to-2 or five-to-2, I was 
ready and we were ready to fire up and go out in Q1. So really a big thank you to them. 
Kimi’s crew helped out too. It was quite funny at one point: one side of the garage there 
was one or two mechanics and the other one was completely crowded, like bees hovering 
around the car. A great effort, so big thanks. I think we could have had pole today, so not 
the ideal end, but when I consider where we were this morning, then obviously with the 
change we made it out, as you talked about in Q1, a small issue there, so I think it’s a 
really good recovery. Yesterday I wasn’t happy with the car balance at all and today it was 
phenomenal. I felt yesterday that it was in the car but I just couldn’t get to it. And today, as I 
say, was really a pleasure, especially the first two sectors. Conditions were very tricky, with 
the wind, never easy, never knowing what to expect. And I think I got caught out a bit in the 
last sector – my favourite place – which Mark Webber teached me many lessons over the 
years and I still haven’t got it. I don’t know, I need to go back to school maybe and sit down 
and have a proper look. I have done so many laps but still the last chicane is a bit tricky so 
I’m sure with the race and with the rhythm tomorrow it will be fine, but for quali today it 
could be a bit better.  

Q: There was a lot of talk about the upgrades everybody was going to have coming 
here this weekend. Are you very encouraged to be sitting here now after they turned 
up with all these Starship Enterprise bits on their car and all the rumours and you’re 
actually so close and, as you say yourself, you could have been on pole in terms of 
ho the season goes from here?  

SV: Yeah, I think from the outside at least it looks like they had a smooth weekend, at least 
Lewis, I think Valtteri had a surprise engine change as well this morning. Overall, I think 
they looked a bit more in the rhythm. As I said yesterday, for us it was a bit more up and 
down. Then I did a long run on the medium compound, which was quite slippery. So, as I 
said, today I was a lot happier. The car is good. You mentioned Starship Enterprise: I’m not 
a Starship Enterprise fan, but I guess you can look at it from the outside and from the 
inside. I’m happy with the bits we brought here. Maybe they’re not as flashy and bling, but 
they’re working, so our guys back in the factory are pushing really hard. We brought some 
stuff in Russia, we brought again a lot of stuff here, so yeah, I’m really happy with how it’s 
going.   

Q: Valtteri, we heard you say on the radio “not good enough.” Were you talking 
about yourself or the general picture? Just that middle sector on your final run that 
caught you out?  

Valtteri BOTTAS: Yeah, just myself. I think the team has done an amazing job with the 
car, managing to still battle so close with Ferrari and for most of the weekend we’ve been 
quicker, so it’s only really Q3 where they raised-up their game and we were slightly, nearly, 
trouble with them, especially me. For me, starting the day with the engine change, going 
back to the old engine, I was always going to be slightly on the back foot, and just really 
struggled through the qualifying with the rear stability – that was the main issue. It was 
difficult to find a good rhythm from one quali to another, like I normally do. Just every lap, 
the car felt a little bit different. It wasn’t one of my best quali but very happy for the job the 
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team has done and Lewis was very strong today, very quick, so yeah, as always the race 
is tomorrow and I’ve done some good things from P3 before.  

Q: As we were saying earlier, the Mercedes race pace is strong, the deg was low – 
but it’s always about fine margins, isn’t it: you had an extra lap on your start set of 
tyres and you had a couple of lock-ups, so a couple of flat-spots there – or are you 
not too worried? 

VB: No, the tyres had felt good and the extra lap was just a second out-lap so it was a 
good feeling with that set, so no issues. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 

Q: (Sef Harding – Xiro Xone News) Lewis, it looks like The Force has been strong 
with you all weekend, everything looked good for you. This guy [Vettel] is going to 
be right next to you tomorrow: do you expect a tight run off to the first corner – and 
is the Jedi Knight ready for a battle tomorrow? 

LH: You’re obviously a big fan of the movie, right? Thank you for always being such a 
positive person – you’re always positive when you come into this press conference, so 
thank you for that. Yeah, I think it’s going to be a tough race tomorrow, for sure. You see 
how close it is between us and it’s all milliseconds between us. It’s a long run down to… I 
think it’s the third longest run down to Turn One so of course it’s going to be important to 
get a good start but we’ve worked hard on them so I’m going to try to do the best job I can. 
Valtteri’s had some great starts so I’m going to try and follow in his footsteps there and 
then yeah, positioning can help a lot here and being on the clean side of the grid is an 
advantage generally. Usually it’s a little bit of an advantage and hopefully I’ll be able to 
utilise that – particularly compared to Sebastian – and then in the race it’s just about 
looking after those tyres. It’s a very, very long, hard race, both physically and mentally and 
for the car and the tyres – but we’ve prepared in the best way we can and I think hopefully 
got the car in a much better position than I did in the last race. 

Q: (Heikki Kulta – Turun Sanomat) Valtteri, how much more difficult is it here to 
make the same kind of striking start like you did in Sochi? 

VB: For sure it’s a much shorter run into Turn One than to Turn Two in Sochi. So, it’s 
always more tricky – but it’s still, if you have a good start you can gain places. We’ve seen 
in the past many times here people starting from the second, even the third row, have 
made many positions so anything is always possible –– but I can’t always rely on a good 
start, y’know? For sure the other guys are going to have good ones as well at some point. 
But yeah, good starting point, everything is still wide open and we feel our race pace is 
good and still upbeat for tomorrow.  

Q: (Livio Oricchio – GloboEsporte.com) Still on this question of the start tomorrow, 
this circuit is very difficult to overtake historically, even now more here this year. 
And Sebastian, you are in the dirty part of the track – and you have a long straight 
into the first bend and, in this case it’s normally a small advantage to who’s behind, 
in this case Valtteri. Is there anything that you can defend yourself against the 
possible attack from your opponent? 

SV: Yeah, there’s a lot of things. I need a perfect start, simple as that. There’s a long way 
but I think the grip will be the same. I don’t think it will be much different. There’s a lot of 
racing series this weekend: you have the Porsche Cup, GP3, F2. Usually they put a lot of 
rubber down everywhere so I don’t think that’s a real disadvantage – and then as I said, I 
just need to do everything right and that’s the best way to attack and defend. 
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Q: (Luigi Perna – La Gazzetta dello Sport) Seb, are you happy to see that despite all 
the new stuff that Mercedes put on the car that Ferrari was able to reply with other 
stuff and you are at the same level of performance like some races before?  

SV: Well, we will see tomorrow but I think so far for us this weekend has been a bit more 
up and down. Yesterday was a bit wobbly, I wasn’t really feeling the rhythm yet. Today was 
a lot better. I think in terms of performance it’s really close. We will see in the race. I think 
looking after the tyres with the conditions will be key. Strategy, there should be some 
options so we will see. The plan for now it to go back and say thanks to all the guys 
because thanks to them I made it to qualifying and then we focus on the start, the 
beginning of the race and I think then we will see. I think it will be close. As I said, maybe 
they brought more visual stuff but I’m happy with what we brought and it seemed to work 
well and bring us very close. We could have been ahead today, that’s down to me, but I 
had lost enough to miss pole, like a tenth or something. But that didn’t happen, now we 
start P2 and take it from there but I’m confident for tomorrow.  

Q: (Michael Schmidt – Auto Motor und Sport) Sebastian, when you were asked to 
stop the car on the track, was it always clear for you to carry on? These engines are 
so complicated, you never know, you could have risked the engine as well by 
continuing. 

SV: We had an issue, it turned out to be a programming issue but for sure I’m blind in that 
moment, I don’t know what to do. I was quite far away from the garage and I was sort of 
cruising down already so I just wanted to double check that I got the message right. I think I 
got it but that’s the last thing you want to do. Still, if I had the confirmation I would have 
stopped in the next convenient place. I just missed the opening on the track so that’s why I 
also had time to ask are we sure because I had time to go round turn four and then look for 
another opening.  

Q: (Barna Zsoldis – Nemzeti Sport) I think you’re all aware of the difficult situation of 
McLaren-Honda, but still Fernando managed to get seventh position, beating his 
teammate by 1.5s. I’m just wondering how you rate his performance?  

LH: Yeah, looks fantastic. I think that’s amazing for McLaren and Honda to get in the top 
ten. Shows progress.  

You (Sebastian) were with him in the press conference on Thursday and joked about 
seeing him in the final corner – you might! 

SV: Yeah, you never know, so that’s why we’re here, we’re here to race. Looks like he had 
a good session. I think Stoffel went out in Q1 so obviously the track improves a lot. If you 
look at our times between Q1 and Q3 it’s not fair but it looks like he had a good session. I 
think the car’s really good. This track’s not so sensitive on power so see what happens 
tomorrow.  

VB: I think he had a good session personally and the team is making progress.  

Q: (Livio Oricchio – GloboEsporte.com) To all drivers, we saw massive changes in 
the cars for this race but the picture of qualifying didn’t change much, even the gap 
is more or less the same. In race conditions, do you think we can see these changes 
or are you predicting that we will see more or less what has been seen yesterday 
and today?  

LH: I’ve not really looked at the long run pace but I would imagine so, yeah. It is crazy that 
we keep... Sebastian said that they’d brought an upgrade to Sochi and we’ve only brought 
an upgrade here so... I think it’s going to remain a close battle of development through the 
whole of the rest of the season. Clearly Ferrari are pushing very very hard as are we. I 
think for us it’s more about quality rather than quantity or upgrades so we’re just working 



8 Place de la Concorde - 75008 Paris  

Tel: + 33 1 43 12 58 15 – Fax: + 33 1 43 12 58 19 

hard to make sure that the ones we do stick on the car... but it is strange when you bolt all 
this stuff on and you remain within half a tenth of each other. I think that’s great for racing.  

VB: I think maybe our upgrades were a bit more visible. You know we make progress all 
the time, we had a more visible package but it seems like it’s been a similar improvement 
with both teams so I think tomorrow’s going to be close. 

Ends 
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