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1 – Nico ROSBERG (Mercedes)

2 – Lewis HAMILTON (Mercedes) 

3 – Valtteri BOTTAS (Williams)

PODIUM INTERVIEWS
(Conducted by Mark Webber) 

Another dominant one-two victory for Mercedes, so Nico what a very, very special for
you again. Three now in the season. You capitalised on a very, very good qualifying
and now another victory. Run us through it. Lot of control on the brakes by the
sound of it, managing issues at the end there?
Nico ROSBERG: Yeah, it wasn’t the easiest of races – trying to manage certain things that
were a bit on the limit on the car. But in the end I had a very, very fast car again, so it was
fantastic to win today. It’s great also to get a one-two here in Austria and it’s great to come
back here to Austria. I mean Austria for sure deserves a race. The fans have been
amazing, the atmosphere has been spectacular this weekend, so thank you very much for
that and yeah it’s been awesome.

Lewis, over to you mate. Well done. A good recovery after a tough qualifying. In
terms of… mega first lap, right on Nico at the start there after the first lap. In terms of
pit stops, are you happy with your positioning because I’m a bit worried about how
much time you’re losing in the pits. The guys… good stops for Nico but are you
happy with the positioning on that? Also at the end of the race did you have to
manage any issues and could you fight Nico? 
Lewis HAMILTON: I don’t know. I have to have a look at the feedback and just see what
the team say about the stops. Maybe my positioning is not right, you know obviously in
those situations you’re just pushing. But the guys have done a fantastic job. As Nico said, to
get another one-two here is just incredible. This track has been fantastic and the fans have
been insane this weekend, so thank you all for the support.

Congratulations Valtteri – first podium. It’s an incredible feeling up here isn’t it? Run
us through the race. Obviously starting on the front row. Obviously these guys have
a lot of big experience on the big occasions to close a race out but you really drove a
clean race. Run us through it, are you happy with it? 
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Valtteri BOTTAS: Thanks Mark. Really, really happy. Difficult to put into words really. Just
really thankful to the team for giving me this car. It’s been a long way for us since last year,
I mean, and many, many years at Williams and now it’s so much better. The race was
exactly what we needed at this point – clean, nice, everything went like planned really. The
car was good for the podium this time and I’m just so happy. 

Well done, and big points for Williams, which is fantastic. Final one for you Nico. A
29-point lead, off to Silverstone, a track that you know well; a track that I tried to
catch you on in the last few laps last year but you’ve had a couple of good wins there
and you’re very strong at Silverstone, Lewis’ home track, so the battle continues.
Looking forward to that race; home race obviously for Mercedes as well. So how’s
the feeling for that one? 
NR: Yeah, for sure, looking forward to the next one; home race, so it would be awesome to
do another one-two there, that would be great to give something back to all of our
colleagues back in the factory. So I’m looking forward to that. 

Q: Nico, congratulations, Mercedes sixth one-two finish of this season, your third
victory and you’ve now extended your championship lead, as we’ve heard, to 29
points. Clearly strategy was an important part of the story today – but did the race
turn out as you had expected it to when you were sitting on the grid?
NR: To be honest yes it did. Pretty much exactly like we were trying to make it work. OK, I
thought I would get Valtteri at the start and I did – but then they’re quick on the straights
and he just went flying straight by me again, which was not good. But I knew pre-race that
even if I am third after the start, the chances are still very good to make it and win the race
because we have just a little bit more pace and less tyre degradation than the Williams –
we expected to have less at least – so we could go aggressive on the stops and that’s what
we did and it really worked out well and so I’m, yeah, extremely happy with that result. Also,
great to extend the championship lead, which was really my goal coming into Austria. 

Q: Lewis, obviously the platform for your result today was that stunning start, off the
grid from ninth into fifth on that opening lap. Tell us about that and then also about
how you made your way through the field. Clearly that second round of stops was
important for getting in front of Valtteri.
LH: Yep, it was a good start. We’ve been working very hard on our starts throughout the
year and the team have done a great job to help out with that, and yeah, so I got one of the
best starts I’ve ever had really and positioned the car in the correct places. It would have
been great if I’d started where perhaps I should have started this weekend – but damage
limitation. To get from ninth to second and be pressuring Nico at the end of the race really
shows the pace that I had this weekend. 

Q: Valtteri, your best-ever grand prix finish to follow up your best-ever qualifying
performance yesterday – you’re starting to really make your mark on the sport. I
guess the decisive moment for you was the first round of stops with Felipe and
getting ahead.
VB: Yeah, I think overall the best-ever weekend. So, really happy. Really happy for us as a
team. We were really strong the whole weekend and that’s down to all the hard work. Of
course it was a good track for us. You never know what’s going to happen in the next race
but overall we are making progress. Step-by-step we are getting there, getting closer to the
positions where we belong. I’m really happy. The race today: it was really nice to have a
really nice, clean race. Good points for the team. We’ve had some issues lately, been a lot
of talk, not maximising car we had but I think today we showed what we can do. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

Q: (Frederic Ferret – L’Equipe) Question for Nico and Lewis: can you tell us more 
about the final five laps, about the chance to overtake Nico for Lewis and the chance 
to finish first for Nico? 
NR: Well, I generally felt comfortable in the last few laps. I thought that I could keep a nice 
gap and just on the last lap my tyres dropped away a little bit but as soon as they got past 
the first couple of hairpins, I knew that I was going to be fine so it wasn’t as close as maybe 
some other races have been recently. 
LH: There wasn’t an opportunity to overtake. 

Q: (Livio Oricchi – Universo On-line) For Nico and Lewis: 29 points difference 
between both of you. It means that in one race, it is not possible to change the lead. 
It means that Nico would be the leader of the championship. What’s your analysis of 
this Nico and you also Lewis? 
NR: Well 29 points, yeah, for sure it’s a nice gap but it’s still so early in the season. I really 
like to concentrate on each weekend and keep on trying to make the most of them and 
enjoying the moment, also with the car that we have. It’s so great to come to the next race 
at Silverstone, our home race, with the best, knowing that if I do a good job I can do pole 
and win the race. So I’m more taking it step-by-step and every weekend my aim is to 
extend the championship lead which I managed to do this weekend. 
LH: Well, Nico’s done a great job. He’s finished every race and fortunately hasn’t had any 
car problems so it’s inevitable. 

Q: (Kate Walker – crash.net) Lewis, after one your stops – and I can’t remember 
which one – we actually saw some flames coming out of your front right. To what 
extent was the braking problems that you suffered hampering your ability to really 
take the fight to Nico in the final laps? I know he had issues too. 
LH: Yeah, I think it was probably the same for both of us, maybe, I don’t know. I need to 
check later but it was constantly an issue during the race. Obviously I was following people 
all the time so that’s not always the best but I was being told to back off quite a lot, 
unfortunately. The last couple of laps I tried to eke it up a little bit more but still I had to be 
cautious, but I’m just grateful I finished. I didn’t finish the last race, that’s really got to be 
goal for the next few races, trying to actually finish. 

Q: (Chris Medland – crash.net) Question for you, too, Lewis, about the pit stops. You 
lost 1.9s across the two stops to Nico, very evenly split in each stop. Is that 
frustrating, because for a long time you were running about 1.9s behind Nico at the 
end and did the team tell you the reasons for it? 
LH: They haven’t yet. I didn’t even know I lost that much time, they didn’t feel that fast. 
Could be my positioning. I don’t know. I’ll obviously investigate... obviously it is frustrating 
when you lose time because you’re constantly doing everything you can to gain a tenth 
here, a tenth there, so when you lose quite a chunk... two seconds over two pit stops it’s 
tough but the guys... at least we haven’t really made any mistakes. If we step back a little 
bit and look, we’ve had so many one-twos this is just incredible this year so I’m hoping in 
the future we won’t have those problems. 

Q: (Barna Zsoldos - Nemzeti Sport) Valtteri, do you think with a slightly different 
strategy the win could have been possible today because your pace was quite strong
and you were simply undercut by first Nico and then Lewis at both pit stops? 
VB: Yeah, it’s a difficult one. We need to always – like we always do – we need to analyse 
if there’s anything we could have done better. It’s difficult to say. Today it was difficult to 
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know the real difference between the option and prime because the prime tyre has been 
taking quite a long time to warm up so we really thought it would be really difficult to 
undercut because it takes many laps to warm up and get a good pace after the supersoft 
tyre. Yeah, we need to analyse, it’s difficult to say. Yeah, too early to say. For the moment, 
I’m really happy with what we’ve done as a team, third and fourth. Obviously we always aim
for better. 

Q: (Peter Vamosi – Vas Nepe Kiadoi) Nico, if you will win the championship this year,
will you let grow a moustache like your father? 
NR: Maybe. Yup. 

Q: (Istvan Janos Simon - Auto Magazine Hungary) Lewis, you seem to have a brake 
problem; this problem is coming back since Montreal or maybe even before. You’ve 
had this problem during this race. What can you do against these troubles, to get 
over it finally? What can you do together with the team? 
LH: I don’t know. Going into the race I wasn’t aware that we had a brake problem, so it was
news to me when we started to... when they started to speak to me about it. We had the 
problem in the last race but the last race was the rears and in this race it was the fronts, a 
little bit different perhaps. I’ll be guessing what’s gone wrong but it didn’t look like it was the 
same as Nico; maybe it was, I don’t know. I think they said maybe it was. We just need to 
make improvements. 

Q: (Eli Shaouly – Automagazin Israel)Question to Valtteri and Nico: yesterday at 
Williams you looked in a way pretty sure you wouldn’t win the race and Nico, you 
were pretty sure that you would win the race in yesterday’s conference. What made 
you so confident in the result? 
NR: Because generally I still believe that we have the fastest car and we had very good 
long run pace on Friday, that’s the race practice. We were quick there and I didn’t get the 
best out of it in qualifying, so I was pretty confident that the chance would be very good. Of 
course, you never know how to overtake and things like that, but it all worked out well. 
VB: Yeah, I agree really. I think that from all the data that we had from practice we knew 
that in the race it’s going to be difficult and overall Mercedes have still got the quickest car 
but we really nailed it yesterday so we knew that maybe Sunday could be difficult but 
actually it was a bit better than I expected. We were really close to them on pace. 
Q: Was that because it was 14 degrees warmer today than it was on Friday, do you 
think? 
VB: Difficult to say that was the factor or not, I don’t know what Mercedes did just before 
qualifying with the car set-up. I don’t know. It’s difficult to say; we need to analyse. 

Ends
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