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BLOCK AND FOUST AMONG STARS COMPETING AT TURKEY RX  
Round 11 – Rallycross of Turkey  
 
There will be a star-studded showdown at the penultimate round of this year’s FIA World Rallycross 
Championship as American drivers Tanner Foust and Ken Block compete against each other plus 18 other 
Supercars at World RX of Turkey this weekend (11-12 October).  It will also mark a pivotal point in the all-
important Teams’ Championship which sees Volkswagen Marklund, Ford Olsbergs MSE and Team 
Peugeot-Hansen all vying for the highly-coveted title.    
 
Round 11 of World RX presented by Monster Energy will be staged at Intercity Istanbul Park, which 
hosted the Turkish Formula One race from 2005-2011.  It is also the fourth new venue for RX this season 
and marks the first time that a rallycross event has been staged in Asia. At 1300 metres in length, the 
Intercity Istanbul Park is one of the longest circuits of the year. The old F1 circuit will make up a 60% 
asphalt section, while the remaining 40% gravel track was built in accordance with FIA regulations earlier 
this year. A total of 30 drivers will compete at Turkey RX including ten entries in the supporting RX Lites 
Cup – of which Istanbul is the final round.  
 
Finland RX winner Tanner Foust will return to World RX for his fourth outing in the VW Marklund 
prepared Polo RX Supercar, and is excited to meet fellow countryman Block. “I’m looking forward to 
competing with Ken in Turkey – we have been competitors for almost ten years and it’s always good to 
mix it up with him,” admitted the two-time Formula Drift Champion who also presents the American 
version of Top Gear.  “In our last event together we ended each other’s race when Ken re-entered the 
track into traffic, but there’s no bad blood. I’m just glad to see another American enter the cool world of 
World RX and hopefully we can have some good hard racing in Istanbul!” 
 
Another driver who is looking forward to flat-out racing this weekend is PSRX driver Petter Solberg whose 
Championship lead of 60 points means he has secured the World RX drivers’ title with two rounds still 
remaining. “Turkey is a great place to go for the first time as winners of the 2014 FIA World Rallycross 
Championship. My speed and commitment will be just as much as ever. In fact, it will be more,” promised 
Solberg who also confirmed earlier this week that he will compete in the 2014 Race of Champions in 
Barbados later this year. “After Italy, we had a meeting with the team and we talked about the way to 
play Turkey and Argentina, the final two races of the season, and we all decided that we are going the 
only way we know: flat out.”  
 
Second in the drivers’ standings and crucial in VW Marklund Motorsport’s quest to win the inaugural 
World RX Teams’ Championship is Finnish driver Topi Heikkinen who believes the Polo’s engine power 
could give the Swedish-based squad an advantage.  “The track is new for everybody but the asphalt 
section is the F1 track – really fast, wide and requiring a lot of power from the engine. It should suit our 



 

Volkswagen Polo RX Supercar and it should suit me. I will of course fight for second place in the 
championship but our goal is to win the Teams’ title this year.” 
 
Anton Marklund echoed his team-mate Heikkinen’s comments: “It’s going to be interesting because it’s a 
Formula One track built into a rallycross track for this event. It’s super-wide, and similar to circuits like 
Franciacorta and Trois-Rivières, so it should suit our car well.” 
 
Tied alongside VW Marklund at the top of the Teams’ Championship is Ford Olsbergs MSE, which is 
fronted by rising stars Reinis Nitiss and Andreas Bakkerud. With both drivers having already secured an 
event victory this season, the Olsbergs team-mates have proved to be a formidable duo.  After a string of 
podium results followed by an event win in Italy last month, Team Peugeot-Hansen have steadily crept up 
the Teams’ Championship table to sit 13 points adrift of VW Marklund and Ford Olsbergs MSE.  Not only 
is the team aiming for the lead in the Teams’ Championship, but both Timmy Hansen and Timur 
Timerzyanov are challenging for the top three in the Drivers’ Championship, where the pair currently lie 
fourth and fifth respectively. 
 
Monster Energy World RX Team, Albatec Racing and Team EKS will also compete in Turkey with the latter 
fielding two cars driven by WRC star PG Andersson and GT racer Edward Sandstrom.  Albatec Racing will 
produce the first ever father-and-son competing in World RX this season as team owner and driver Andy 
Scott is joined by his 27-year-old son Marc in a second Peugeot 208 Supercar. Scott Jnr commented: 
“Although I’ve only raced the older 306 at Croft last year, I have driven the 208 before and I’m confident 
that I can put on a good show in front of the thousands of enthusiastic World RX fans. I don’t feel under 
any pressure, I know what I’m capable of and I know the car’s potential, so I’ll just go out there and do 

my job and get the best results I can.”  
 
Turkey RX will form the final round of the supporting RX Lites Cup but with a 34-point lead, it is 
mathematically impossible for anybody to beat Kevin Eriksson who was hailed RX Lites Champion in Italy 
last month.  Joining Eriksson in Turkey will be nine other drivers including Swedish RX Lites Champion 
Kevin Hansen who is currently second in the standings with 82 points.  Two drivers who will be firm 
favourites with the home crowd are Turkey’s Yigit Timur (fourth in the RX Lites standings) and Fatih Kara, 
who will both drive for Toksport WRT. 
 
Martin Anayi, World RX Managing Director for IMG Motorsport, concluded: “It is quite incredible to think 
that Istanbul, which is one of the world’s biggest cities and home to more than 14 million people, will 
host a round of World RX.  The fact that we are also using the former F1 circuit and its first-class facilities 
is also testament to how much our Championship has grown in the past 12 months.  I firmly believe that 
we now have the perfect mix of events, some which are new like Turkey and Canada but others that are 
traditional rallycross events such as Holjes, Lydden Hill and Loheac. I’m very pleased to announce that the 
semi-finals and finals on Sunday will be broadcast live on NTV Spor – Turkey’s free-to-air channel which 
has a household reach of 18 million.  It will also be exciting to watch the RX Lites in action for the final 
time this year – the factory where they are built is situated less than 10 miles from the circuit and it’s 
great that two of the cars have been entered by local drivers.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CIRCUIT INFORMATION 
 

 
 
Name:       Intercity Istanbul Park  
Length:      1.346 km  
Composition:      60% Asphalt and 40% Dirt  
Direction of the track:     Anticlockwise  
Number of laps in the Qualifying Heats:  4 laps  
Number of laps in Semi-Finals and Finals:  6 laps  
 
 
EVENT FORMAT 
Each event will comprise of practice sessions, four qualifying heats, two semi-finals and one final. There 
will be four qualifying heats with a maximum of five cars starting abreast in each race over four laps. 
 
HEAT 1: 
Starting positions in the races will be determined by a draw that will be carried out beforehand. 
 
HEAT 2: 
Race starters determined according to classification of heat 1. This follows the same format until heat 4. 
All qualifying heats will be timed and the fastest driver in each heat will be rewarded 50 points, second: 
45, third: 42, fourth: 40, fifth: 39, sixth: 38 and so on. After the qualifying heats, there will be an 
intermediate classification according to each driver’s total points scored in the four heats. 
 
SEMI-FINALS: 
There will be six starters arranged on a two-by-two grid and each semi-final will be run over six laps. The 
top 12 scoring drivers in the intermediate classification will qualify for the semi-finals. The winner, second 
and third placed drivers in each semi-final will qualify for the final. 



 

 
FINALS: 
Finals will also have six starters, arranged over three rows and will be run over six laps. The semi-final 
winner with the highest number of points in the event will start on the ‘pole’ side of the grid, followed by 
the other semi-final winner. The same procedure will be used between the two second-placed drivers 
and two third-placed drivers. The winner of the final will be the winner of the event. Positions one to six 
in the final classification will be according to the result of the final. The remaining drivers will be classified 
according to points scored in the event. 
 
JOKER LAPS:  
An alternative section of track that adds at least two seconds to the lap time, and through which every 
driver must pass once in each race, semi-final and final. Failure to take the Joker Lap is penalised by 30-
seconds in the qualifying heats, and by being classified last and loss of points in a semi-final or final. 
 
MEDIA INFORMATION/SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday 10 October 
1600  Drivers Draw and pre-event press conference with Ken Block, Tanner Foust, Andreas Bakkerud 
and Anton Marklund 
 
Saturday 11 October 
1100  Free practice 
1430  Heats 1 & 2 
1800  Day 1 press conference 
 
Sunday 12 October 
0930  Free practice 
1100 Heats 3 & 4  
1430 RX Lites semi-finals 
1500 Supercar semis followed by RX Lites final and Supercar final 
1550 Podium and trophy presentations 
1610 RX press conference 
 
FIA WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
The provisional classifications for all the Championship can be found on the following link: 
http://www.fia.com/sport/championships/news/world-rallycross-championship 
 
 
FIA WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
Shortly after the finish of the sessions, results of the event can be found on the following link: 
http://www.fia.com/championship/events/world-rallycross-championship/2014/intercity 


